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FM ELDEST H E | 
Srarvers in the GARIOCH, 


heſe remarks on the late famous Siege of Gibraltar, 
; [== inſeribed, by 
= WALTER GORDON, 

| Late Soldier in the 7 30 Regiment, or Lord M. Leod $ Highlanders. 


GEN TLEMEN, 


T is but natural to men, who have eſcaped. from 
1 great dangecs, and that alſo with glory to themſelves 
and their country, to with that others ſhould be ac- 
Iabainted with the difficulties they have ſurmounted, 
and the glory they have acquired. A common 
3 ſoldiier, it is true, tho' he has an equal ſhare ot danger 
with the commander in chief, is far from having an 
equal ſhare of the glory, nor has he any title to ex 12 
it. Perhaps it is upon the whole no material loſs 

the common ſoldier, that his name is buried with dig 
ſelf; for if his memory is not celebrated by poſterity, 
neither is it branded with infamy by the invidious, nor 
the ſtrife of parties. Yet I know not how it is, I 
© have a defire, and I believe every one has the ſame, that 
it ſhould be known I was at Gibraltar, and fought an d 
conquered. Some will call this vanity; I cannot dive fo 
X deep into nature as to know whether it is vanity or nt, 

or what it is; but I think my deſire of appearing in 
print, proceeds rather from a defire of communicating a 
part of my own happineſs to my worthy friends in the | 
Garioch. No good man chooſes to cat his morſel alone. | 

1 A "MF: 


3 1 : 3 
My good friends, a morfel of my happineſs I freely 
and frankly impart to you; in the following pages you 
| may feaſt moſt gorgeouſly. Heliogabalus, tho? with 
choice and coſtly dainties he ſtuffed his greedy paunch, 
; never had ſuch a feaſt as this; fuch a ſiege never was 
ſince the world began; ſuch a brave defence never was 
made, and probably never again will be. Here you 7 
a have the heroic deeds of a handful of men, often upon 
FE the point of being ſtarved to death, continually expoſed 77, 
do ſhowers of bullets and helliſh bombs, more than once 
| threatened with the mercileſs ſword, bidding defiance to 
5 their enemies, with matchlefs courage riſing above 
dangers, and at laſt crow ned with victory. 

That you may read this humble performance with 
greater pleaſure, only ſuppoſe yourfelves ſhut up in 
Fort Gibraltar; ſuppoſe you hear the horrid din of 
cannon, the burfting of bombs, fappoſe you ſee the joint 
fleets of the enemy excluding every ſupply, and many 
thouſands upon the neighbouring hills to enjoy the 
ſight, and behold the maffacre. And in order to give 

you a proper reliſh for the peace and ſafety you enjoy, 
{ſuppoſe yourielves ſtanding upon the beach in the 
time of a dreadful ſtorm; ſuppoſe you ſee a veſſel toſſed 
by the tempeſt ; every-billow threatening deſtruction; 

the unhappy crew expecting every moment to be 
{wallowed up in the abyſs; the ſituation of the 
miſerable crew is fuch as was the ſituation of the 
garriſon, while you lived at eaſe and in ſafety, ata diſtance 
JJ. 8 5 
Long may you live and enjoy the bleſſings of peace and 
ſecurity, to tell your children how Britons fought and 
conquered. As a teſtimony of my reſpect, I offer you 
theſe poor remarks, and while you read remember they 

are the remarks of a common ſoldier,  W. G - 
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a 3 [2 EFORE I give my obſervations on the late famous 
OD ſiege of Gibraltar, it may be proper brie?y 10 

. . nention its ſituation and ſtrength, When this place 
ar as taken in the year 1704 by the joint fleets of the 

won Engliſh and Dutch, under the command of Sir George 

Shed ook. it was conſidered as a trivial acquiſtion; however 

Gs | Spaniards foon laid ſiege to it with ſuch a formid able 

6 power, and ſhewed ſuch eagerneſs to recover it, that the 

3 Engliſh began to think it a place of much greater 


importance than they at firſt imagined. All the attempts 
the Spaniards have made upon Gibraltar have bitherto 
proved unfucceſsful; and let true Britiſh ſoldiers have a 
governor of the ſame abilities, courage and attention with 
Sir George Auguſtus Eliot, I may venture to afürm 
that the combined forces of the world will never be 
able to wreſt it out of the hands of Britain, The 
7 poſſeſſion of this place adds greatly to the luſtre of the 
Britiſh Crown, tho' perhaps it adds very much alſo to 
the national expence. One cannot eafily conceive what 
a ſhock it gives the pride of the haughty "Spaniards, 
do have a Britiſh garriſon in a place which is conſidered 
be as the key of Spain; their pride has often Jed them to 
he attempt its recovery, but havghty indolentpride will never 


"ny be a match for the cool and ſteady courage of Britiſn 
ſoldiers. I have had opportunities of obſerving the 


| infolent boaſts of the Spaniards. and I have ſeen them 
wy ſufficiently humbled ; with contempt I reflect upon their 


d | pompous diſplay of power, but with heart-felt joy I 
mn alſo reflect upon the cool and ſteady behaviour of the 


5 W% *' GIBRALTAR isfituated in 36. 21. North Latitude 
and 6. 15. Weſt Longitude, is bounded on the Ne 
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The grand Parade or fquere, where the Town guard 
' mounts, is about the centre of the toun, and is 700 feet 


ſrom 


N 
Ray's 1 
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by part os the province of Andaluſia, on the Eaſt | vy | | 

the Mediterranean; on the South by the Straits, and che 
on the Weſt by the Bay of Algaziers, which runs up Y priv 
the country as far as the Orange Grove and Point Zs 
Negroe. his 
According to N made by engineers in the | com 
year 1769, the height of the hill at the rock guard is 1350 Wh 
feet above the level of the ſea, the height of the hill at the 3 Spa 
ſignal houſe is 1276 feet, and the circumference of the chu 
rock is 75 Engliſh miles one quarter and 240 yards. From 1 18 
the new mole head acroſs the Bay to Algaziers is 3750 pt 
yards, The breadth of the Iſthmus at the nes | 3 Bat 
near the Spaniſh lines is 1750 yards. The breadth of the 
the Iſthmus at the advance guard is 1200 yards. The . W 
breadth over the rock is 950 yards. The diſtance betwfen dir 
Queen's Battery, Willis's and Fort Barbary is 1837 mi 
yards; between Queen's Battery and Fort Phiſips 2104 * 
yards. From the Old Mole head to Point Negroe J W! 
3660 yards. In a direct line from the Old Mole head WI 
to St. Koch 7450 yards. ve 
Gibraltar is ſurrounded 1 ſtrong wall, except” cl 

| 0 the Rock 1s inacceſſible; the town is Saua at 2 
the foot of Mount Calpe, and was at the commencement g 
ot, the late ſiege inhabited by Engliſh, Scots, Inſh, Jews, 01 
Moors, and Genoeſe. The town inits moſt flouriſhing ſtate " 
was neither large nor beautiful, but now it is reduced al- ft 
moſt to a ſtate of ruin. A more particular deſcription of h 
this unfortunate town may not be unacceptable to many tl 
readers. It is divided from the South part cf the Fort C 
by a wall extending from the ſignal wi to the South 2 C 

| Baſtion. Its principal gates are Land Port, which leads 8 
to Spain; Water Port, which leads to the Old Mole; , in 2 
South Port, which leads to the South fide of the Fort. 
ky 


« „ , 
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aſt by from South port, 650 from Land port, 2034 feet from 
and the South barracks, and 5 300 from Europa point. The 
ans up principal ſtreet runs front South port gate to Land port. 
Point As one enters South port gate, the grand ſtore is upon 
bis left hand, and the king's yard upon his right. He 


> 


n the comes next to the Convent, or the governor's quarters, 
1380 which is upon his left. Then he advances to the 


at the 3 Spaniſh church, which is on his right hand. This 


pf the church is adorned with altars, croſſes, and images. Next 
From he advances to the grand Parade. Oppoſite to the 


3750 7 Spanith church, is the king's baſtion, which is a new 
dation Battery, and has a Bomb Proof under it. Here part of 
dth of the troops are quartered. Montague's Baſtion is near 
/The Water Port. The Prince of Orange's Baſtion is in 
ween direct line between Montague's and King's Baſtion. I 
1837 7 muſt not omit mentioning the fountain, which is at 
2104 the foot of the grand parade, and ſupplies the town 
cgroe 7 with water. The water in Gibraltar is rain water, 
head which is preſerved in ciſterns and reſervoirs, and is con- 
| veyed in an aqueduct to the fountain. The Engliſh 
xcept- church is part of the convent. Beſides the Spaniſh 
ed at and Engliſh churches, there are ſeveral Jewiſh Syna- 
ment gogues. In going. to the old caſtle there is an, aſcent 
ews, of a hundred ſteps above the level of the ſtreets. | 
ſtate 3 Both the town and fort are ſupplied with proviſions 
dal- from England, Portugal and Barbary, The Spaniards 
n of have drawn a fortified litteacroſs the iſthmus to prevent 
any the garriſon from having any intercourſe with the 
Fort country, notwithſtanding which they carry on a clan- 
outh deſtine trade, particularly in Tobacco, of which the 


eads Spaniards are exceedingly fond. Before the ſiege, when 
ole; all communication with the fort was open, the countr 
ort. people. brought in large ſupplies of bread, beef, mutton, 
aard # pork, poultry, and fruits. The indignation of Britons 


feet fiſes againſt the meanneſs of theſe daſtardly wretcheg. 
rom WM The love of money ſtifles in their breaſts the love of 
>. <a 5 7 their 


| EE. 
their country, and leads them to ſupply the wants of 2 


garriſon, which is a — of Spaniſn 


weakneſs. | 


Gibraltar is called the key of the Straits; it has a 
commodious port, and commands the paſſage into the 
Mediterranean and Levant ſeas. But the road is neither 
fafe againſt an enemy nor ſtorms. The Bay is about 


20 leagues in circumference. The Straits are 24 miles 


long and 15 broad; through which ſets a current from 42 


the Atlantic ocean into the Mediterranean, and for the 
ſtemming of it, a briſk gale is required. W 
Fort Gibraltar was blocked up by the Spaniards on 


the 16th of June 1779. They never could have had a F 


more flattering proſpect of ſucceſs than at that time, 


| Great Britain then carried on a very unequal diſpute 


againſt the Americans, French, Spaniards, and the 
perfidious Dutch, Her manly and ſpirited efforts 
againſt all theſe enemies muſt aſtoniſh the world. I 
have with admiration read ſome deſcriptions of the 
wars carried on by the antient Romans, but my wonder 
at their ſucceſſes entirely ceaſes, when I conſider the 


undaunted conduct and almoſt incredible ſucceſſes of 2 © 


Britain againſt her united and formidable enemies. 


Her fleets, always outnumbered, upon every occafion 


£ither dared their enemies to fight, or nobly kept them at 3 
bay. Unfading laurels will forever encircle the head of 1 


the Gallant Rodney. The unhappy fate of the brave 


Kempenfelt will be ever lamented by Britiſh Tars ; our 0 


| armies and fleets being employed almoſt in every 
quarter, bravely ſupporting the dignity of the Britifh 
arms, the Spaniards thought this was their time for 
recovering Gibraltar, With this view, and full of hopes, 
they fat down before it on th Tune 17790. 
In the following pages, I offer to my readers the 


xemarks I made during this important ſiege. 7 
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REY In a ſtrain equal to the importance of my ſubject, yet 
I ſhall obſerve a ſacred regard to truth, and do juſtice 
poth to the garriſon and the enemy. Nothing indeed 
ther Was wanting on the fide of Spain to enſure ſucceſs. 

„ont Their preparations amazed us. 
did them honour, and the firmneſs with which they 
ZHbore their frequent loſſes was rather 
military character. „ 1 
Some days after the communication was ſhut up, 
a Regiment of Spaniſh infantry encamped near the 
Orange Grove; in a few days after, feveral regiments 
more encamped near the {ame place, and ſoon after they 
began to erect Batteries bewixt Fort Philips and Fort 
2 Barbary. It ſeemed to be a rule with Governor Elliot, 
to allow the Spaniards to proceed almoſt unmoleſted 
2 untill they had , nearly finiſhed their Batteries; and 
then to demoliſh all they had done. The firſt heavy 

fire was not ſent againſt the beſiegets till the "1th 
of October, which greatly diſconcerted them, and ruin- 
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flect. Tue fleet conſiſted of 27 fail of the line, 9 fri- 


| | | 6 9 o 
cannot pretend to give learned obſervations, or write 


2 


Their perſeverance 


above their 


ed all their former preparations. 1 
The regiment in which I had the honour to ſerve, 


| | viz. the Second Battalion 5 771 73d, or Lord M. Leodꝰð 
Highlanders, was embodied at Inverneſs, and embark- 


| of ö ed for England in March 1779. We arrived at Portſ- 


mouth on the 28th of May. In our paſſage, the Robert 
and Elizabeth tranſport run aground upon the Godwin 
Sands, but che flowing of the tide, and a gentle breeze of 
wind, brought her off without any material damage. 


After being quartered in Hampſhire for fix weeks, we 


re-embarked at Portſmouth, and were landed at Ply- 
mouth ; and after lying nineteen weeks in Maker 


E camp, upon the 8th of December we embarked for 


Gibraltar, and failed the 27th in Admiral Rodney's 


gates, 


| 18 
Zates, and 3. cutters, beſides tranſports and merchant proc 
veſſels. Upon the morning of the Sth of January BY 
1780, we made prizes of two ſhips of the line, three f. 
| frigates, two ſloops, and fifteen trading veſſels. Ja- 
nuary 16, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, we engaged the 
Spaniſh fleet, obtained a compleat victory, and carried eth 
in our prizes to Gibraltar on January 29. I cannot do fh! 
proper juſtice to the bravery of Admiral Rodney's fleet NI 
in the above engagement; the cagernels for battle ſhewn 
by the tars is almoſt incredible, the ideas of danger or 
death ſeem never to enter the hearts of Britiſh ſeamen; — þ 
every one exerts himſelf as if the whole buſineſs depend- 
ed upon his fingle arm, and the only fear they betray is 
eit the enemy ſhould efcae v 
Dpon our arrival at Gibraltar, we found the garriſon 


reduced to great diſtreſs for want of proviſions; their 
fitaation may be conceived, from attending to the prices | 
of the neceſſaries of life at the time of our arrival, and an) 
the weekly allowance of each ſoldier. Bread then fold mi. 
at ten pence per pound, beef two ſhillings per pound, the 
mutton two ſhillings and ſixpence, pork one ſhilling and 646 
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eight pence ; oatmeal ten pence per pound; a pair of wa 
fowls one guinea, a pair of chickens fifteen ſhillings, a 
turkey one pound ten ſhillings, a gooſe one pound five; pe, 
butter three ſhillings per pound, and cheeſe two fſhil- 
lings and fixpence, and every thing in proportion. A qa 
ſoldier's weekly allowance was five pounds of bread, © 
one pound cf beef, one and a half pound of pork, rwo 
and a half ourices of butter, one and a half pint of peaſe, ab 
and one pint of oatmeal. Add to this ſcanty allowance, 
their almoſt continual watching and hard duty, and 
men can ſcarcely be imagined in a more diſtreſſed 7 4 
ſituation ; the ſupply we brought in greatly relieved the ce 
garriſon for ſome time. 3 5 — WF - fo 
Soon after our arrival, the governor found means to } { 
| 1 OR procure 


5 
2 


II 


rcham orocure 2 conſiderable ſtock of dried fh. which was 
nuatyy F{erved out when beef and pork began to fall ſhort. Be 
three 1 alſo procured great quantities of rice and raiſins, which 
5 with the dried fiſh and kidney beans, were of great 
ed the © © ſervice to the garriſon during the blockade. On the 
arricd Ith of June, the enemy ſent into the harbour 9 fire 
ot do Whips, with a deſign to burn our ſhipping in the New 
s fleet, 1 Mole; but by the gallant behaviour and ſurpriſing in- 
hewn | oc {vepidiry of our ſeamen, theſe tire ſhips were towed off 
Sr OT Wwichout doing any damage. | 
nen; XZ About this time, the Spaniards were haftenios their 
pend- - preparations for a ſiege by land, while their xebecks, 
"NE: is 4 gallies and gun-boats, which were ſtationed at Algaziers 
and the Orange Grove, commanded the Straits, ſo that 
bon no veſſels could enter with proviſious or ammunition 
their 2 their gun and mortar boats were ſo numerons. and kept 
rices $ ſo good a look out, that it was next to impoſſible for 
and any ſhips bound for Gibraltar to eſcape. About the 
fold middle of September, proviſions became fo ſcarce, that 
und, the g governor ordered the bakers to bake only 50 loaves 
z and IJ each, for ſale per day. A. toidier's weekly allowance 
r of was then, 7 Ib. of bread ; 2 25 lb ot beef, 1+ lb of pork; 
5, a2 2+ oz. of butter; 1 pint of oatmeal] ; and one pint of 
nve; peaſe or kidney beans. - The wine man was ordered to 
_ 2 ſell no more than one gallon of each fort of IVY per 
day 
ead, Gn the night of September goth, the enemy burnt 
wo * Baylide oardens ; and next day began to build a battery | 
aſe, 3 aer, 500 yards from Land Port, which Was akterwards 
nce, known by the name of Mill Battery. 
and October 6th, The rainy ſcaſon began: In ſummer 
fed tere is no rain at Gibraltar, but in winter it rains ex- 
the ob; ceedingly heavy. The rainy ſeaſon is moſt favourable 
8 4 for gardening, for in fummer the garden roots aro. 
| to F ſcorched by the heat of * ſun In winter there is 
ure neither 
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Weiber froſt nor mow ; the rain which falls during the 2 


winter is preſerved in een for ſummer uſe. 


O ober 2d, The Spaniſh gun boats fired 7 ſhots in- 4 
to the pariſon. which compliment was returned, . 50 * 


ſhots from our {hipping and batteries. 
November 25th, Early in the morning, part of the 


Mill Battery was burnt. A very hot fire was kept up 4 
- 


about this time, night and day, from our batteries. 

On the night of the 2Gth, Sixty-two bomb ſhells 
were fired in he ſpace of three hours by the garriſon. 

December iſt, The paving of the ſtreets was begun 
to be taken up, in order to prevent the great deſtruction 
that might have been occaſioned, by the falling and 
burſting of bombs on the 5 Perhaps the bomb 
is the moſt helliſh device, that has as yet been male for 
the deſtruction of mankind. 1 ihall endeavour to deſcribe 
it. It is a large ſhell of caſt iron, having a great vent to 
receive the fuzee, which is made of wood; if no defect 
is found in the globe, its cavity is filled with whole gun 
powder ; a little ſpace of liberty is left, that when a 
fuzee or wooden tube is driven thro” the opening, and 
faſtened with a cement made of quick lime, aſhes, brick 
duſt, with ſteel filings in a glutinous water; or of four 
parts of pitch, two of colophony, one of turpenune, 
and one of wax, the powder may not be bruiſed. This 
tube is filled with a combuſtible matter, made of two 
ounces of nitre, one of ſulphur, and three of gun pow- 
der duſt, well rammed : This fuzee ſet on fire, burns 
flowly till it reaches the gun powder, which goes off at 
once, burſting the ſhell to pieces with incredible violence. 
Care muſt be taken, that the fuzee be ſo proportioned, 
that the gun powder do not take fire before the- ſhell! 
arrives at the deſtiried place, to prevent which, the fuzee 
18 commonly wound round with a wet clammy thread. 
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means,, notwithſtanding the vigilance of the enemy, to 


per pound; 
pound; 
things in proportion. 


December 19th, During laſt night, the garriſon fired 


at the rate of 33 bombs in one hour. | 
In the month of January 1781, Several veſſels fund 


enter the harbour and ſupply us with proviſions. 
February 4th, 1781. Cat meal fold at one ſhilling 
four ditto; butter three ſhillings per 
beet three ſhillings and two pence, and other 
Wine was the cheapeit article at 


this time, being fold at fix pence a bottle; the beer was 


at the b rate 
5 bottle. 


of one ſhilling and fix pence. a 
The prices of provitions are ſo ottz en me -ntioned, 


in order to give my reader a juſt idea of the ha roitups 


to which the ' garriſon was ſubiected. 


ye 


March 1781. During this month a ſoldier's weekly 


allowance was five pounds of bread, thirteen ounces of 


beef, eighteen ounces of pork, two ounces and a halt 


: of : batter. one pint of peaſc, and one pint of oatmeal. 


| Veal and pork ſold at three ſhillings a pound, beet and 


1 mutton three ſhillings and ſix pence a pound, a bullock's 


head without the tongue loldat fourteen liullings, acalt's 
| head and fect at thirty two 1h illiags and nine pence; 
butter and cheeſe fold at five ſhillings, and potatoes at 
0 ee - th lings a pound; a hen at a guinea ; a duck one 
and five fhill ings ; a govie two pounds ten ſhillings ; 
tarts at N twelve ſhillings; a couple of 
| pigs cight days old at five pounds; an old pig coſt from 
ente to twenty five pounds ; a common ſoldier could 
not purchaſe a pair of fhoes under half a guinea. 
They who live in cate and affluence at home can form 
no idea of the hardſhips to which a common ſoldie 
is expoſed in the time of war. But the ſituation of men 
reduced to ſuch ſtraits, and expoled to ſuch continual. 


2 toil and dangers, is beyond the powers of 1 e : 
Did the rich and affluent only experie 
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Hardſhips of a ſiege like that Jam now deſcribing, it! 


would give Ro a double reklh for their rh and 


RR IS AS os tes v eee 


with: eee and refuſe bim, as 1 5 often do, fo prone A 


as ſhelter under their roots. 


About the end of March it was almoſt pol; ble to > 
buy either bread or meal at ſhops; what was ſold was 
delivered at a window, the doors being kept ſhut on fac 
account of the mob, oat mea] fold at one ſhilling and. 
four pence a pound, and a ſmall loaf about the fize of a 4 


pennysloaf in Britain fold for a fhilling. 


April 12, 1781, The Britiſh fleet under the com- 1 
mand of Admiral Darby, arrived with proviſions and 8 | 
garriton ſtores. The enemy now ſeeing, that it was in 


vain to attempt ſtarving the garriſon, changed their plan, 


and giving up the blockade, bega an che ſiege at half paſt # hap 


eleven in the forenoon, opening all their batteries at 


once, and firing at the rate of 180 bombs and ſhot in an 


hour; their fire was chiefly directed againſt the town, 
which was foon reduced to a heap of ruins ; the falling 


of bombs and ſhot in the town, could be compared to 


no bing more properly, than a ſhower of hail-ſtones, 
The troops {tationed in the town, and the inhabitants, 

removed as faſt as pofſible to the South Fort; the town's 
people alſo carried with them their moſt valuable effects, 
at the hazard of their lives, for whilſt a man was en- 
deavou ing to fave ſome part of his effects, perhaps a 
bor b fell in his houſe, burſt, and buried the owner in 
ruins. 

Ihe ſoldiers and ababltns who removed from the 
town, cncamped near the South barracks ; water en- 
gines were employed to extinguiſh the fires: but had 
very little effect, for while chey were applied to one 
houſe, thice or four more were alſo ſet on fire, white 
they 
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ing, it icy were engaged in Rein that one. The Spaniſh 
y and | Etch WAS {et on fire, and 300 barrels of flour were 
1ers, it ken out of it, and ſaved by the ſoldiers. Store- houſes 
ſoldier Þ Full of 0 * rum. bra may. and wine, were alſo ſet on fire, 


err 


m uch 3 


K bong the ie berhing with amazing Hick No- | 
ble to i ing was to be ſeen but dreadful ruin and deſtruction 
d was zin every corner, confuſion was ſtrongly marked in every 
ut on ce. and death in various * preſented itſelf to view. 
7 and Ihe craſh of fallingthouſes, the buriting of bombs, the 
of a 1 1017id din of cannon, the groans ah the wounded, the 
Carcaſes of the dead, the ſhrieks of women, the cries of 
com chih hen, mult have ſtruck with nc and pity the 
s and one heart ! Let us pafs from this ſhocking ſcene, 
vas in Z ad remark the precautions taken by the Britiſh oldies 
plan, Z for their future ſafety, and for the protection of the un- 
f paſt >} = happy townſmen, Bomb proofs were immediately 


es at built for the guards, the gates of Water Port and Land 
in an Port were ſhut, the bridges drawn, the commuaication 
own, cut off, and the gateways built with ſand bags: The | 
ling out guards paſſed at the fally ports. 


d to ? In five weeks after the commencement of the fievs, 
ones. the enemy fired 32307 bombs and ſhot into the garriſon, 
ants, April 28th, The enemy fired 593 bombs and 1064 
wn's 5 ſhot : About this time, a new ſtock of proviſions was 
ects, i landed at the New Mole and Roſea. The happy effects 
en- of this ſupply may be known from this, for on May 8th, 
Ps a biſcuit bread was offered to fell at three half-pence a 
r in pound, and oatmeal at a penny a pound. 


x May 18th, Nine hundred ſhot, and 408 bomb ſhells, 


the © were fired from the Sp aniſh lines; 305 ſhot and 97 
en- 3 ſhells, in an hour and a half from their gun boats. 

had Nothing remarkable happened till the beginning of 
one E 0 when the Repulſe, Fortune and Vanguard, were 


hike © ſtationed near the New en 
they, | | July 


( 16 
"Jobs 10th, The garriſon artilery threw fiftecn thirteen | 
inch ſhells into the enemy's camp, near point Negroe, | 


which is 3660 yards diſtant: Next day, the enemy 


threw a 26 pounder to the South Barracks, which is 
Till the 7th of ſto bur 
Sebptenaber, the cnemy remained pretty quiet, firing geſire- 
Aber 


4 8 
now to return to the town, and took poſſeſſion of ſome provi 


of the beſt houſes that remained ; but on September Red 
Jof 13 
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them 


23998 yards diſtant from their battery. 


but ſlowly and with little ſpirit, the inhabitants ventured 


th, a very heavy fire was ſent againſt us by the enemy. 
September 19th, Their gun boats dilcharged 297 
ſhot and ſhells into the garriſon; at the ſame time, they 
maintained a dreadful firing from their lines. 

September 21ſt, They N 10 or 18 guns at 
each volley. 

October 2d, By tlie returns it was found, chat during 
the laſt 40 days, 247 of the garriſon ioidicrs had bee: 
either killed or wounded. © 


October 19th, One hundred and twelve bombs and 


ſhot, were fired from the enemy's gun hook in the 


ln 22 


ace of an hour. 

October 22d, The encmy fired at the rate of 170 
bombs and ſhot in an hour. T hey were pretty quiet 
till November 3, on which day their gun boats fired 
240 ſhells and 305 ſhot, between the hours of ) and q 
at niglit, the lines alſo keeping up a very heavy are. 

November 26th, In the evening the 12th regiment 
and Hardenburgh regiment of Hanoverians Were relieved 

off guard picquet, and the flank companies of each 
regiment. I was on picquet the ſame evening in the 
piequet guard, when a call came about eight o clock for 
| the grenadiers and light infantry's picquet of the 73d 
regiment to turn out, When I came to the door of 
the picquet rocin, C. B. of the royal artillery bid me 
agicu ! being ſurprized at the ſtrangeneſs of ſuch an 
addreſs 
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cteen | 


groe, 
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h of to burn the Mill Battery. I took my leave of my friend, 


ng geſired him if I did not return, to write mv friends in 


. Aberdeenſhire, and recommended myſelf to the care of 


nber 


Red-ſands under arms, our whole _ conftiited only 
of 1300 men, beſides a party of arti}! ery, latlors, uy 
Zartificers conſiſting of 500, the whole e bei ing under th 

command of General Roſs. 


of the 
S at 


ured 


my. 
297 
they 


ring 


been 


1 an 


dreſs 


a gibbet. 
employers, and are well paid for their ſervices, their very 


5 1 


address, [aſked Fichi in haſte, what he meant? he told 


© e he did not know whether or not he ſhould ever ſee 


me again. I then enquired if he knew where we were 
o be ſent, or upon what buſineſs ? ſays he, you are going 


providence. At eleven at . hp we aile.nbled at the 


At three in the morning 
27th November, when the moon was ſet we 
ſallied out, advanced to the Mill Battery, beat the guards 


from their poſts, ſpiked the mortars and guns, burnt 
the Battery, and returned to the fort in three quarters of 
an hour. Conſidering the danger of this at empt, the 
loſs ſuſtained was very 
© wounded, ſeven rank and file killed, and twelve wound- 
ed. ASpaniſh deſerter was our guide; 
exceedingly well, yet we could "have looked on with 


{mall. One captain Was 
he did bis par 


pleaſure, and ſeen the traitor to his country hanged on 
Tho' theſe raſcals are neceſſary to their 


employers deteſt them, and every honeſt he: art holds 


them in utter contempt. 


December 2, Proviſions become again very ſcarce 


[ and exceſſively high priced: beef told at three ſhillings 
and nine pence a pound, pork at three ſhillings, mutton 
four ſhillings, and every thing in Proportion: 


allowance was very ſcanty. | 
| January 1782, was begun with very hot firing from 
the enemy. 
completed. The Spaniſh Church, which was a beautiful 


edifice, was entirely deſtroyed; the few houſes which had 
eſcaped the former devaſtation, were now beat to the 
; ground 
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a {oldier's 


The deſtrüction of the town was now _ 
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ground, and not one ſtone left ſanding upon anther. 
Gardens were plowed up by the burſting of bobs and 


the falling of balls, fruit trees tore up by the roots, the | | 


bodies of the dead tore up from their graves, and firee 
filled with the rains of houſes. 


January 29, 1782, Three cutters arrived from — f 
land: And in the month of Feb; ruary, ſeveral veſiels | 


came in from England, Por :ugal, and Aigiers. 
March 20th, Scven veſſels arrived from England, 
with garriſon ſtores. 


March 24th, Lhe 97 regiment Linded ind came into 


the fort. 


May 7th, Nine veſſels (ied "20 England from the 5 
garriſon, three of which fell into the enemies hands, 
and were carried in next day to Algaziers. From the | 
hurry that appeared amongſt the enemy, we began to 
think they were haſtening theirpreparations for a general | 

: | 
aſſault, and for taking the fort by ſtorm : We were in- 
formed by deſerters, that they were ſoon to ſend againſt | 
us, ten ſhips bomb proof with woo! and cork; that 
theſe ſhips were to keep up an inceſſant fire untill a f 
breach ſhould be made in the walls, while the troops“ 


were to be landed in flat bottomed Koate: 


May 8th, The enemy pointed their fire againſt our 


barrier pate. 
May 16th, Three veſſels arrived from England. 


There were in the enemy's camp about this time gocco F 


troops. 


June 6th, A Mattroſs was blown over the line wall | 


at the Kine” $ Baſtion, by the exploſion of a gun. 


June 11th, Princeſs Ann's Magazine at Willis's Þ 


blew up, by which melancholy accident, 39 men were 
killed and wounded. 

June 19th, Three ſhips of the line, and four fiigates 
of the enemy, arrived from the Welt at the Orange 
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next day, ſeventy fail of their aul thi] 


arrived at the ſame place. 


June 21, A new camp was pitched. near the Queen 8 
chair. 

June 22, Thi enemy ceaſed firing. 

Jane 25, F ourteen men were W in the Spaniſh 
camp. 

June 28, Another new camp was pitched near the 
{Queen's chair. 

July r, 1782, A ſoldier attempting to deſert from 
the garriſon, fell from the rock below the fignal houſe, 
and was daſhed to pieces. This day the Duke de 


Crillon viewed the Spaniſh lines, attended by three aid 


de camps and a troop. of light horſe. 
| July 9. A ſerjeant deſerted from the garriſon ; he was 


found below the ſignal houſe, and Was Ranged upon 


the 2th. 
July 25, Arrived from Tr the (St Philip's 


Caſtle and General Murray cutter, which brought us 


the welcome news of Admiral Rodney's victory in the 
Weſt Indies. At one o'clock all the ordnance was 
made to bear upon the enemy from the Royal Battery 
to Princeſs Carolina. Battery, our new gun boats 
formed the line along the New Mole booms, and fired 
one round each, and were anſwered by all the ſhipping 
in the bay; thus thefe expreſſions of joy 5 alſo 
the purpoſe of diſtreſſing the enemy, who knew the 
cauſe of our joy, and ſeverely felt the effects of our re- 
joicing. Every heart bleſſed the gallant Rodney; 
more ſincere feu de joie was never obſerved. 


July 26th, A company of Corfican volunteers landed | 
from Leghor n. 


Augutt 6th, Another deſerter from the enemy in- 


formed us again, that they were making great prepara- 


tions for ſtorming the ont, and that every man might 


expe& 
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expect to be put to the ford, if we ſhould not comply 

when ſummoned to ſurrender. Theſe threats had no 

other effect, but to confirm our contempt of them. 
Auguſt 19th, A prefent was fent from Duke de 

_ Crillon to Governour Elliot. At the ſame time it was 

announced to him that ten floating Batteries of a parti- 


cular conſtruction, and whych cou] d not fail of effecting 


a breach in the walls, were ſoon to pay us à dreadful 
viſit. The Governovr's anſwer was to this purpoſe ; 
„ The Duke may ſend his paper ſhips to Gibraltar 
„ when he pleales, my Britiſh boys ſhall give them a 
wy hearty WEITDINE;.” 

Asguſt 21ft, We bornt their Mahon Battery with 
fire balls and red hot ſhot. About this time the enemy 
erected a battery about 300 yards from Land Port. 
They fired from four in the afternoon till eight at — 
at a prodig ious rate. 5 


Upon the night of the 2 25th, embraſures were cat out 


in the new Spaniſh Battery. 

Auguſt 29th, Arrived at the Oran nge grove fie ſlit 
of the line and one frigate of the enemy's, from the weſt. 
T his day the enemy towed out their floating batteries 
from the harbour of Algaziers ; Our ſhipping in the 
Roſea bay retreated within the New Mole booms, the 
ſeamen begin to ſtrike their rigging, and take their guns 


aſhore. A deſerter comes into the garriſon, who informs 
us that the enemy had eleven thouſand men at work, 


the night their fixty four gun battery was built, and 
that as ſoon as the guns can be mounted, and the floating 


batteries manned, we might expect the greateſt bom- 
bardment both by ſea and land, that ever was directed 


againſt any garriſon. 

September 3d, Arrived at TC ſuppoſed to bi 
from Toulon, three hips of the line and one frigate. 
September 4th, The floating batteries removed from 

Algazfe rs 


4 


upon the enemy at feyen in the morning, and fired hot 
dul mot and fire balls, by which their f. ixty four gun battery 
was ſet on fire; the enemy began to return our fie at 
nine o'clock, and a very heavy cannonading_ conti! aucd 
f on both Sides till nine at night. 

September qgth, At five in the morning the enemy 
opened all their batteries on us at e ing at the rate of 
139 bomb ſhells and ſhot in an hour. The bombard- 
ment from the new iter, was fo hot, that ſhells were 
burſting over our heads and cropping fixtee: en or eeghteen 
at à tim 7 | 
At two in the afternoon ten ſail of the line came don 
from the Orange Grove, and fired upon the garriton 


—_— $1 
nply | Algaziers to the Or 9 5 Grove: Our ſhipping is 
ano 2 (net and the ſeamen encamped at Europa, de eee | 

|  ouard ſhips are taken into the harbour and ſcuttled. 
de And every pothble preparation is making ; for the re- 
Was ception of the floating batteries. f 
IR September 8th, We opened all our batteries, be earing 
tin 5 


[hips till five next morning; theit deſiu was to Weary us out 
veſt. | with fatigue before their re and aflault was made. 
eries About half paſt five in the. afternoon fourteen of the 
the enemy's gun boats began to fire upon us, and continued 
the for tuo hours 3 
guns September 12th, This morning their gun boats 
ms | fired very hot for the ſpace of three hours. SEE 
Fork, ; This day fi teen new furnaces began to be bvilt for 
and heating balls to deft roy the floating batteries which 75 
Wwng expected to come agalnt us every day. This day t 
ny combined fleets of France and Spain, confiſti. 13 of thir Ns 
cted tail of the line, arrived in the bay. 5 
UL September r 3th, The grand attack was made. San- 
o be gvine indeed wers the Hopes they. entertained. The. 
"DFR neighbouring hills were covered with multitudes of.” 
TOUS people 1 to behold the defiru&ton ot the garriſon, no 
re 78 C 2 quarter | 
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Guarter was to be given, every man was to be ont to the 
ſword. Every hole and corner was to be ſearched, that 
none might . their vengeance; for this purpoſe 

atterjes were well provided with 
flambeaux. The garriſon, thus devoted to deſtruction, 
was attacked at eight in the morning, reſolved to 
defend themſelves o the laſt, and treating with juſt 
contempt the enemy's ſummons to ſurrender, and their 
menaces of certain death if they refuſed.— Wich 
amazing coolneſs they bid defiance to their enemies, 
and hmled back deſtruction in their faces; no pen, 
and much leſs mine, can do juſtice o the garriſon on 
the eventful day. The behaviour DG ofthe enemy en- 
titles them to praiſe. They did all that brave men could 
do. They were not ſeen to flinch from any place of 
danger, but rather ſeemed with eagernels to court 


At eight! in the morning, the ten 8 batteries, 
lying at the head of the bay, under the command of 
Don Moreno, began to get under tail ; The Admiral's 
ſhip was placed about a thouſand yards from the King's 
Baiiion ; the Talla Piedra, commanded by the Prince 
of Naſſau, followed. 
poſted to the north and ſouth of the Admiral, in four 


and a half fathoms df water, at ſmall diſtances from each 
other, and immediately began to cannonade us. Our 
batteries opened as ſoon as they came before them; the 


firing was heavy on both ſides; their lines and advanc- 
ed batteries ſupported them, with a view of dividing our 


attention and our fire. It was intended, that ſeveral 


diviſions of gun and mortar boats ſhould ſucceed, ſo as 


10 flank the garriſon during the attack, and to direct 
their fire to ſuch particular parts, as might moſt annoy, 
thote unemployed on the batteries of the garriſon. But 
this meaſure could not be carried into execution, on 
| account 


The others were ſhortly after 


2 
> the | account of the riſing of 4 wind and the ſwell of tha 
that } fea, Other materi al obſtacles allo occurred, to prevent 
rpoſe the ſending of {hips as had been formerly done, to make 
with a diverfion towards Europa Point; hence all our bat. 
ton, I teries that were unexpoſed to the enemy's fire, were 
d to | employed without interruption againſt the floating bats 
juſt teries, into which ſhells, and round and grape ſhot 
their were fired without number, beſides red hot batls 26 Bo 
Wich | 32 pounders. Tho' on the enemy's part, the fire was 
mes, VF rcturned without intermiſſion, doing great damage ta 
pen, { the fort, yet the continual diſcharge "of red bot balls, 
1 on || rendered all the precautions taken in the conſtruction of 


y en- | the floating batteries of no effect; for the balls lodging 
ould in the ſides of them, ſpread the fire throughout, In the | 
ce of |} afternoon, ſmoke was ſeen to iſſue from the upper part 


l. 
court of the St. Paſtora, or Admiral ſnip, and alſo from the þ 
| wpper ports of the Talla Piedra. Men were perceived ta 
ries, be uſing fire engines, and pouring water into the holes, 
d of } endeavouring to extinguiſh the fire; this was found to 
Iral's | be the caſe repeatedly during the day. The fire was 
ing's | frequently kept under, but a continuation of the lame 
rince | inconvenience rendered it impaſhible any longer to 


after work the floating batteries. — 
four By one in the morning, the two before me entioned Ro 
each | floating batteries were in flames, and ſeveral more ac- | 


Our | tvally on fire, though not to ſo great a degree, Con- 
the fuſion was now plainly diſcovered amongſt them, and 


anc- the numerous rockets thrown from each ſhip, was a 
y OUT clear demonſtration of their great diſtreſs ; The two 
veral | commanders in chief, Duke de Crillon and Don 

ſo as Lewis de Cordova, having been informed of their ee 


ire& tion, gave immediate direction for ſending all the 
moy boats and other ſmall craft that could be collected, to 
But the relief of the people in the floating batteries. Capt, 
on || Cartis of f his Wedel 8 ſhip Brilliant, thought it Proper 5 
dunt 957 ta 


kept up with great vigour and effect; 


our fire to point blank objects. | 
upon the enemy's boats which were employed in re? 
moving the men from the floating batteries, and the clear- 
neſs of the night enabled us to direct our fire with certain- 
ty. Great numbers were killed on board the floa ating 
batteries and in the boats, ſeveral launches were ſunk ; 
in one of theſe were do men, who were all drow ned, 
Except 12 and an officer, who were floating ior! 
our walls upon the wreck, and were picked. up by our 
Kamen. . 
Every exertion was now made for the relief of theſe : 
ee min. And by theſe truly, lumane, exer- 


( 24 ) 
to employ his gun boats; he advanced with the whole, 


12 in number, each carrying a 26, 24, or 8 pounder, ; 
and drew them up fo as to flank the line of the enemy's | 


ſhips, which were alfo at the ſame time annoyed ex- 
tremely, by an exceſſive heavy and well directed fire 
from the garriſon, The fire from our gun boats was 
the boats of the 
enemy durſt not approach, but abandoned the Roaring 


batteries, leaving them in a miſerable ſituation, expoſe 
to our fire and the mercileſs flames, which now baffled 


all their efforts to extinguiſh. 
Day light now appeared, and two ſeluccas which had 
not ret eſcaped, endeavoured to get away. But a ſhot 


from one of our gun boats, having killed five men in 


one of them, they immediately ſubmitted. The ſcene 


was now dreadful to a great degree. Numbers were 
crying from emidit the flames, many floating in the 
water on pieces of wood, 


the ſhips already kindled by the hot balls, expecting 


every moment to be blown in the air, all expreſſing 


by ſpeech and geſtyre the deepeſt diſtreſs, and all 
imploring aſſiſtance, formed a ſpectacle of horror not 


eafily conceived, Without oppoſition we directed 


We fired grape ſhot 


tions 


others who were art 


hole, | 
inder, : | N 1 
7 while our boats were employed in the preſervation of 
the men, rendered the undertaking extremely hazardous; 
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wv: hole was beat in the bottom of his boat, his cockſwain 
| was killed, and two of his crew wounded, by pieces of 
timber falling on her, when"one of the floating batteries 
blew up. By the ſame cauſe one of the gun boats was 
; Junk, and another greatly damaged. Two of the 
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tions, thirteen officers and three hundred and thirty 
four men were ſaved. The blowing up of the ſhips 


But humanity is as natural to Britons, as courage ; 


their enemies, when conquered, no longer are by 


them conſidered as enemies, but have an immediate 
title to their warmeſt pity ; forgetting that we had been 
threatened with the ſword, we felt fo. tEzii diſtreſs, and 
the gallant Curtis hazarded his ineſtimable life in their 

deliverance ; that hero who had manifeſted almoſt un- 
equalled courage and military {kill in defeating their 


2 cruel purpoſes, was active to a degree of fool-hardineſs, 


if I may lo expreſs myſelf, in ſaving their lives. A large 


enemy's bomb ketches were brought forward and 
continued to throw ſhells into the garriſon, during the 


attack of the battering ſhips. They kept up a dreadful 


fire from their lines and advanced batteries, with above 


| ſhot (2 


n re- 


three hundred pieces of heavy orcnance, from the time 
the St Paſtora began to get under fail to come againit 
the garriſon. A conſiderable detachment ot ſeamen 
did duty as artillery upon our batteries, and greatly 
aſſiſted us in the time of action. The immortal Elliot, 
on this deciſive day, took his ſtation upon the King's 


4 


baſtion. At this moment I ſee him, from my beloved 
gun I fee him. With what amazing coolneſs does he 
Hae his orders! His looks expreſs ſettled contempt ot 


their boaſted batteries : His air truly majeſtic, the ſhot 
falling around him like hail ftones ; undiſcompoſed he 


{tands, during the time of action, which was for many 
hours; he diſdains refreſhment : Oh ! tor the learning of 


a 


26 


2 clergyman, or r the flights of a poet upon this baff on C ; 
Theſe united could not do hit equal juſtice. The | 
officers and ſeamen deſerve immortal praiſe; even I whoſe | 


name will ſoon ſink in oblivion, a poor non commiſſioncd 
officer, exerted my utmoſt efforts. 
The officers and men, all behaved like brave men, 


who were fighting for their lives and the glory of their 


country. The Soaring batteries were of different ſizes; 
from 1400 to 600 tons burden: The enemy had 
collected from different ports, between 200 and 300 

large boats, beſides a vaſt number belonging to the 


vicinity, to be employed in carrying troops, or other 


fervices, connected with their operations againſt the : 


fort. 
Our loſs during the- action was only 97 killed and 
wounded ; this is the more remarkable, becauſe there 
were at leaſt 40007 men employed againſt us. The 
whole ſtrength of the garriſon was not above 6050 
effective men. Their efforts were all to little purpole, 


they made no other impreſſion upon the fortifications, 


but only that the line wall was a little damaged. 


It was impoſſible exactly to aſcertain the numbers of | 


the enemy loſt, killed and wounded, upon this occaſion ; 
by the loſt, I mean thoſe blown up with the floating 


batteries, or drowned in endeavouring to eſcape from 


che flames. The following is perhaps not far from the 
truth: 


86 priſoners. 


Spaniſh navy, 3 officers killed, 1 wounded, 12 
priſoners, and 2 miſſing ; ſeamen and, marines eighty 
priſoners. | 

French troops, 3 officers killed, 12 wounded, and 
4 aa, 42 rank and file killed, 44 wounded, and 11 


miſſing - 


5 
$1 
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Spaniſh troops, 1 officer killed, 9 TT Re and 6 
miſlng ; 37 rank and file killed, 189 wounded, and 
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_ miſſing; excluſive of the men who were in the two 
feluccas. | | = 


A lift of the enemy's force in E ibraltar bay, at the time of 


their grand attack. 

Spaniſh ſhips of 3 decks 2, of the line 28; French 
ſhips of 3 decks 5, of the line g ; total 44. Spaniſh 
ſhips from 50 to 60 guns 3; battering (hips 10 ; float- 
ing battery 1; Unb ketches 5. Beſides frigates, xe- 
becks, many ſmaller cruizers, a great number of gun 
and mortar boats, and a multitude of other boats. 
Eift of the Spaniſh battering ſhips burnt before Gib- 
raltar, depth i444. 
Guns in uſe. Guns in reſerve; 


Paſtora, or Admiral 21 40 
Paula, Prima 21 10 
Talla Piedra 5 5 
El Roſario 19 10 
St. Chriſtoyal ä 10 
Prince Carlos 14 4 
Paula, Secunda 9 4 
St. Juan . 9 4 
Santa Anna * * 
Los Dolores : 5 21 
142 70 
70 


Total of guns 212 


The proportion of men on board them, was 30 for 
each of the guns in uſe, exclufive of officers and marines 
for working the ſhips : So that befides officers and 


marines, there were on board the battering ſhips, 5112 


men. D | | The 
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The priſoners taken out of the battering ſhips were 


landed at the New Mole, from whence they were con- 


ducted to Wind-mill Hill; they were committed to 
a Captain's guard of Corſican volunteers : A patty was 
immediately diſpatched to the town tor camp equipage 


for their accommodation. The wounded were carried 
to the hofpital, and treated with the greateft humanity.” 


A flag was taken from on board che of the battering 


ſhips, brought to the fouth barracks, and planted at the 


north end of the South Parade; where it remained 24 
hours, ro pleaſing ſpectacle to the enemy. 
The battering ſhips were of a particular conſtruction, 


built with great ſkill, and at an amazing expence : On 
them the enemy reſted their hopes of ſucceſs; and in- 
deed nothing but red hot balls could have deſtroyed 
ä „ 
The wreck under our walls, formed a ſcene truly 


horrible: Dead bodies were floating upon the water, 


heads, legs, arms, wood, wool, cork, oakum, caſks, 
and boxes, were waſhed aſhore by the ſea, and lay in 
heaps together: The battering ſhips were built partly 


of Cedar and partly of Mahogany. A houſe was bullt 


above the ſouth ſhade, of the timber taken from among 
the wreck : And the General, as a trophy of victory, 
had ſome chairs and tables made of the Mahogany, 
which were remarkably beautiful on account of the 
various ſhades given the wood by the fire. 


As J have had occaſion ſo often to mention the Spaniſh 


gun boats, it may not be improper to deſcribe them 


TT 55 
1 hey are conſtructed in the following manner: They 


are ſtout ſhallops from 60 to 80 feet keel; the waiſt is 
very low, like an Italian galley, the ſtern and head, 


which are conſtructed both alike, for the convenience of 
. failing” 


ds: ee 


a r Fl, 


N 
failing or rowing either 1 without putting about, are 
both raiſed pretty high; and they are fortified in the 
manner of veſſels employed in the Greenland fervice ; 
at each end they fave two long guns. 26 pounders, 
which are calculated to carry to a prodigious diſtance ; 
they are fixed on carriages of fuch conſtruction, that by 
means of a rolling lever, they may be elevated to any 
height. In the center, ſome of them have beds for 
mortars ; they row with from 18 to 26 oars, at which 
ſlaves only are employed, who are all chaincd to the 
ſeat. The maſt is in the mid thip, which 1s very tall, 
and carries on it a ſquare fail only; which laſt, how⸗ 
ever, they very ſeldom uſe, as their work is done in 
the eddies of the wind, where only thejr oars, on which 
they depend, are of ſervice. HBeſides the rowers, in 


number 40, they have a captain, engineer, and about 


20 a1 4 men. They are fo til] and ſecret in their 
attacks, that they are frequently along- ſide the works, 
and commence their bombardment, "before they are 
diſcove;ed. When they are very cloſe, they frequent» 
ly ute canniſtered ſhot, 500 at a angle loading, incloſed 
in a tin caſe. 

September 14th, The enemy fired flowly till wands 

evening, then they began a very heavy fie; the cannon- 
3 on both tides continued till October 19th, during 


which time we had two viſits frem their gun hoes, 


Flags of truce frequently went between the Governour 
and Duke de Crillon ; 64 of the priſoners joined the 


Britiſh ſervice. 1 Ln learned ſince my return to 
Scotland, that the fort was generally thonght ahont 


this time to be in great danger of falling into the enemy's 


hands. Such a luſpicion never entered our heads, WhO 


were defending it, and it ſeems to be the opinion of 
abler heads man mine, that theſe fears were ill groun ed. 
92 | % Our 
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South Baſtion. 
enemy appeared to have ſuffered conſiderably by the 


ſhore near the Orange Grove. 


% 
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Our only fear was, that ow: ammunition and proviſions 


ſould run ſhort ; but this fear was ſoon removed by 
the arrivabef Admiral Lord Howe, with a noble little © 


fleet and plenty of ammunition, to;*.her with all things 
neceſſary. This affair deſerves a particular deſcription. 
The truth is, Admiral Lord Howe and his fleet were in 
much greater danger than the fort was, mt. 
the vaſt ſuneriority of the joint fleets of France an 

Spain; nothing but the? moſt gallant behaviour, aided 
by a remarkable interference of providence, could have 


effected the deſign upon which he was ſent. 


On the afternoon of October 1oth, it blew very 
freſh from the South Weſt. 

The enemy made ſeveral ſignals along the ſhore, 
and 2 frigates and a cutter arrived from the weſtward, 


Towards the following morning the gale encreaſed, and 


guns of diſtreſs were heard from the combined flects in 
the bay. 
guns, a Spaniſh ſhip commanded by Don Juan Moreno, 
2 chief d' Eſcadre, and had on board about 650 men, 


was diſcovered very near the garriſon, in a Sided 


ſtate, and after having 2 men killed and 2 wounded 
from the fire of our batteries, ſhe fell on ſhore near the 
As the day advanced, the fleet of the 
late gale. A thip of the line, and a frigate, were on 
A French ſhip of the 
tine loſt her fore-maſt and bow-ſprit. A ſhip of three 
decks and another of the line were forced from their 
anchors, and ran to the eaſtward. We took poſſeſſion of 
the St Michael as ſoon as poſſible, and landed the pri- 

ſoners at Ragged Staff. 
At three in the afternoon of the 1 ith, the f gnals 
made 


{ 


Juſt at the break of day, the St Michael of 72 


ion 
d by 
little 
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have 


e 
made by the enemy, W the approach of the 
Britiſh fleet, commanded by Admiral Howe. 

The Latona anchored in the bay foon after ſun ſet: 
Only 4 ot the convoy fetched into anchorage this night. 
A very favourable opportunity arrived for the ſtore ſhips 
to have reached their deſtined anchorage withaut 
moleſtation from the enemy; but, tor want of timeiy 


. attention to the circumſtances of the navigation, pointed 
dut in the inſtructions communicated by captain Curtis, 
| only 4 of 31, which had kept company with the fleet 


2? which place the fleet alſo repaired. 
enemy put to fea, in order to interrupt the introduction 
of the remaining ſtare thips, and having the wind at 


N 
n 4 
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on the paſſage, effected their purpoſe. The 9 
were driven by the current, to the back of the rock, 


W. N. W. they bore down upon the Brinſh Heet 
off Fangerolie, m order ot battle. 

Upon fight of the fleet, ſtanding to the ſouthward, 
about g that night they appeared to haul the wind on the 
larboard tack. In the morning of the 14th, the fleet 
being to the ſouthward of the enemy 6 or ) leagues, 
and the wind changing ſoon after to the eaſtward, the 


opportunity was taken to pals ſuch of the ſtore ſhips as 


were then in the fleet, into the bay. On the night of 
the 18th, the reſt of the ſtore ſhips, which had. been 
ordained to a ſpecial rendezvons with the Buffalo, on 
the fight of the enemy on the 13th, were anchored in 
| Rofia bay. The troops embarked in the ſhips of war 

2 (viz. the 25th and ggth regiments,) together with a 
large ſupply of powder, being landed at the ſame time, 
and the wants of the garriton, amply provided for in 


every reſpect, Lord Howe propoſed taking the 


Wage of 1 the e wind 12 1255 Aa pron AD for 
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priſoners were {ſent over to the Orange Grove by cartel. 


2 or 3 preceeding days, immediately for returning | head 
through the Straits to the weſtward. Iulli. 


October 19th, At break of day, the combined force canc 


of the enemy was at that time at a little diſtance to the U 


N. E. the fleet being at that time, ſo nearly betwixt Jas tl 
Europa and Ceuta points, that there was not ſpace to mix. 


om in order of battle, on either tack. The Britiſh ener 


N COPAO the ſtraits ſollowed by the enemy; we loſt Þ 
ſiaht of them at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, and we peac 


afterwards were informed they engaged the ſame xecei 


night, or at leaſt within 2 days; but as this is no and 


part belonging to the hiſtory of Gibraltar, [ {hall add gate 
no more on the ſubject. _ {am 


We kept our ſhot red hot in our bum from the | num 
day that they were firſt warmed, to the 20th jnſtant. P 

The enemy till continued to fire very hot, and their Meft 
gun and mortar boats greatly annoyed us. The Spanith Kit! 


at 


Prices of proviſions continued very high. Beef and 
mutton 4 ſhillings and 6 pence per lib; pork 2 ſhillings # 1 
and 6 pence per pound; butter, 88. gd. and milk fold at ꝑiv 
6 pence per pint, wluch 1s a Scotch mutchkin, and a ſingle $a 
hen egg 6 pence. . | K 
1 ſuppoſe the half of my readers will not 1 what great 
J am going to tell, but I ſaw an officer pay 1 guinea | 1 
for 15 pound weight ot apples 40 ( 
To mention every thing in particular that happened Fiz. 
in Gibraltar, my time cannot allow me, ſo I ſhall only | aun 
mention the moſt extraordinary for the future, Nuri. 
During the ſiege, our work ing parties were employed ren 
both night and day, and often times we would have T NM 
been 6 or 8 nights out of bed at once, and ſome times His x 
12 or 14. A green ſpot of ground was thought a very ſito 
good bed, wich a ſtone or brick for a pillow ; the te . 
heavens 


= 


2 


ning 2? heavens for a canopy, the Wk of mortars, and guns 
lulling us to ſleep. The fuzees of ſhells ſerved us for 
force candles, and the burſting of ſhells ſerved to awaken us. 
to the Upon Chtiſtmas day, 1782, Our dinner was as good 
etwixt das the place could afford, our ſupper was bomb-ſhells 
ace to mixed with cannon balls, ſpiced with powder, from the 
Britiſh enemy's gun and mortar boats. at 
ve loſt Y February 2d, The Spaniards brought intelligence of 
nd we peace, or at leaſt of a ceſſation of hoſtilities, which was f 
ſame received with inexpreflible joy by every man, woman, | 
is no Sand child, in the garriſon. Soon after the Thetis fri- | 
I add gate arrived from England, with a confirmation of the 
ſame, and ſhips and boats from different ports, in- 
m the numerable, came in with all forts of provifions. 
int. Prices of proviſions now fell fo low, that before we 
d their Meft the gariifon, I faw 880 lb. of oatmcat fold at one 
paniſh ſhilling. We now lived in peace and plenty, forgetting 
cartel. the hardſhips we had undeigone, and the dangers we 
ft and had been lately delivered from. 3 | 
illings The killed and wounded in this garriſon I cannot 
fold at give an authentic account of, but you may believe it 
2 fangle dr as very great, during a ſiege of 22 months and 10 


« Ways : but the enemy's loſs, 1 am atlured, was ſtill 
> what greater. | 


” 


guinea The number of ſhot and ſhells fired by the enemy in- 
J0ò0 Gibraltar, during the fiege, amounted to 252143, 
ppened Vir. 183410 ſhot, 61762 ſhells, 6817 grenades, 154 
all only gounds of grape. And we fired upon the Spaniards, 
| Euring the blockade and ſiege, 200600 ſhells, ſhot,” 
ployed grenades, grape, &. DO on 1 
d have 3 March gr. This day Duke de Crillon, attended by 
times His aid de camps, and a party of his horſe guards, came 
a very Wito the garriſon. At his entrance into the ſally port, 
w ; the ſſe was falated with 17 guns from our grand battery: 
l2CAVENS | | WET ht | He 
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He was rented in the Aro with the grez ateſt acclama- 
tions of j joy. He viſited ſeveral places of the garriſon, 
viz. Willis's, the Royal Pater), and Inches Cave, 
(which is cut out of the rock) then was conducted to the 


convent, and dined with General Elliot. Upon the 


center of the table ſtood the Royal Family in waxen“ 
work; and upon the end of the table oppoſite to theſe, | 
two Heroes ſtood, their effigies in waxen work. After 


dinner, Duke de Crillon vilited the ſouth part ot the 


garriſon : He ſpoke in French to the govern or : Ie be- 


haved with the greateſt complaiſance, holding his hat in 


his hand almoſt all the time he rode along. At eight | 


o'clock he went out, and was fſaluied with 17 guns 


from the grand battery. Duke de Crillon is a man] 
about 70 years of age, and ſtoo $ much ; I cannot tell 
his ſize, for all the time 1 ſaw him, he was on horſe- 


back. 


April 19th, Proviſions were very low, a turkey ſold 
at 2s. 6d. a hen 1s. white bread 3d. per lib. BP hes 


fingle hen egg 2d. 
About this time, a party of workmen was employed 


in erecting ſtages, and covering the King's Baſtion 


with canvas. The work was finithed April 22d. 


4 Baer per of the Tent raiſed on the Top of the 
„ „ King's. Basin. F D 


1 was ſupported by 48 columns, 20 of which in the 

front were arched: Upon the top of each column, there 
was the repreſentation of a bomb ſhell, with the. fuzee 
burning. In the center, within the tent, was a ſtage 


3 ſteps above the level of the floor. The inner ſide was 


ined with different colours, ſuch as Royal, Union, and 


St. George flags; each arch was adorned with branch. 4 
0 


* 


lama-|| 6E 

rriſon, of myrtle, and branches curiouſly wrought, were en- 
Cave, || twined about each column. 

to the Upon each fide of the center arch near the top, was re- 
on the reſented a lion. In entering upon the left was re- 
waxenl preſented the arms of Great Britain, with the names of 
theſe, | the Governour and Lieutenant Governour, and their 
After] titles; a caſtle, and the Key of the Straits, with other 
ot the | curioſities too tedious to mention. Upon the top of the 
Ie be- | center arch there was a ſtar: In the center of which 
hat in] was in large capital letters, George Auguſtus Eliot, 
eight Knight of the Bath. 

7 guns, April 23d, 1783, General Elliot was inveſted wall 
2a man the order of Knight of the Bath. At 5 0 clock in the 
not tell morning the guards mounted. At 8, a detachment 
horſe- from each regiment, aſſembled on the Red Sand in! E 
Ins. At 9, the Governor came into the field, and 
ey ſold} after the general ſalute, made wie following ſpeech in 
and af front of the line. 

GENTLEMEN, 


iployedf . I have aſſembled you + togltiher this day, i in order 
BaſtionÞ * that the officers and ſoldiers may receive, in the moſt 
5 * public manner, an authentic declaration tranſmitted 
of the © to me, by the Secretary of State, expreſſing tlie 
| | © high ſenſe his Majeſty entertains of your meritorious 
conduct in the defence of this garriſon: The King's 
in the „ ſatisfaction upon the event was ſoon divu 1loed to 211 
„ there the world, by his moſt gracious ſpeech to both Houfss 
e fuzee « of Parliament. The Houſe of Lords, and tlie 
A ftageÞ® «© Houſe of Commons fot only made their ſuitable ane 
ide was © reſpective addreſs to the throne, but have feverally 
n, and © enjoined me to communicate to you their unanimous 
rancl.esÞ thanks by the following retolutions. 
of Friday December 3, 1752. © Reſolved, nem. con. 
By the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament 
4 aſſombled: That the thanks of this Houle be given 
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From an undoubted authority, the nations of | 
Europe and other parts, are ſtruck with admiration of | 


35 


* to the officers, ſoldiers and failors lately employed in 


the defence of Gibraltar. 


s 


Houſe of Commons, Deer. 12, +182. Reſolved, nem. con. 
«© That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the 


officers, ſoldiers, and failors, lately employed in the 
defence of Gibraltar.“ 8 


« That this Houſe doth highly approve and ac- F 


knowlege the fervices of the officers, ſoldiers, and 
ſailors, lately employed in the defence of Gibraltar. 
has ever beer rewarded by higher na- 


tional honours, and it is well known how great and 
univertal it 1s, ' Spontaneous were the recjoicings Þ 
throughout the kingdom, upon the news of your | 
gallant ſueceſs. This muſt not only give inexpreſfible | 


pleaſure, but afford matter of triumph, to your deareſt 


your heroic behaviour | Even our late reſolute and 


determined antagoniſts, do not ſcruple to beſtow 'the | 


commendations due to ſuch valour and perfeyerance. 


« F now moſt humbly congratulate you, on theſe | 


united and brilliant teſtimonies of approbation; z- 


midſt ſuch numerous and exalted tokens of applaufe, 
forgive me, faithful companions, if humbly I crave | 
your kind acceptance of my grateful acknowledge- | 


ments. I only preſume to aſk this favour, as having 


been a continual witneſs of your chearful ſubmiſſion | 


to the greateſt hardſhips :.your matchleſs ſpirits and 


exertions, and on all occafions, your heroic contempt 


27 


of every danger. 


After the governor had made the above ſpeech; 43 | 
guns were fired, and 3 running fires by ſmall arms, and 


3. huzzas by the ſoldiers. Then the governor left tlie 
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| crave | 
| chief engineer (General Greeti,) and General de la 


vledge- 
having 
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its and 
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ch, 43 | 


15, and 


left the 


deep: 


| of the 12th regiment ; 


| upon his right and left: 


2 

gd, Gili his ain ad tlie grenadiers m 1itche! 

of, and aſſembled in one body near Ragged Staff ; and 

theſe on the ſands marched into the town, and lined 

the ſtreets, from the convent, Or gerernour's r | 

to the king's baſtion, 
At 110 clock, the governour willed: in \ proceſion to 


| to the convent, with his attendants, in manner follows 


ing: Firſt, in the front the 12th regiment's muſicians ; 
af 8 of the royal artiflery ; and next, the firſt diviſion 
the field officers of the warriſon, according to their 
ſeniority, two deep : Next the civil officers of the gar- 


at and tion, ſuch as the ftore-keeper, elerks of the ordnance, 
eings | 


f your | 


and elerks of the victualling oftice ; the Surgeon- Ger 
feral and the chaplain of the garriſon, all walking two 
Next the quarter-maſter general, and adjatant 
general, the town major and his aſſiſtant. Then the 


 fecond dieiſion of the field officers,” followed by General 


ons of | Boyd, by himſeſf, his Secretary beating before him a 


velvet cuſhion, upon which lay his! Majeſty's order for 


inveſting General Eliot with the Order of Knight of 
the Bath. - 

Behind General Boyd, walked Major- Generll pig on 
and then' Generals Boyd and 
Picton's aid de camps: Next the governor's fecretary; 


| bearing on a velvet cuſhion, a blue ribbon, cacirclig 


the governor's ſtar. Then General Elliot, with the 
Motte, commander in chief of the Hitioveriaf Brigade, 
Next General Eiliot's Bos 
man, and bis aid de camp: Next Generals Green and 
de la Motte's aid de camps : Next the Colonels of the 
garrilon, walking 2 deep. Then Brigadier Generel 


Rugby”: Next a band of muſic, and then the laſt di- 


viton of the field officers, followed by the officers of 
the navy and the colittiiffionee: all walking 2 


N | 8, : 


Jeep. 
Then 
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Then a band of muſic : Ihnen the grenadiers marching | 
with carried arms, 3 deep. The line upon each fide | 
of the ſtreet ſaluted them as they paſſed along; drums | 
beating, colours flving, and muſic playing. Voun the 


ſtage, in the center of the tent, General Elliot was 


3 And duting the ceremony, the gienadieis 
fired a volley in the front, and 83 guns on the right of 


the tent, and 83 on the left of the tent, on the line 
wall, were fired. The lions upon the top of the center 


arch, bore the colours of the 12th regiment. The 
ceremony being over, the governour and his attendants 
walked in proceſſion to the convent in the ſame order 
28 they walked to the baſtion. At 8 o'clock in the | 
_ evening, fire works began to be played off, on the top 1 
of the Spaniſh church ; the baſtion was illuminated with | 
1500 lamps. | 

The Union Arms, Star and Garter, &c. were repre- | 
ſented by fire, with the governor's name in the far, | 
upon the center arch. A ſtar burnt at South Port, but 


what was repreſented on the top of the Spaniſh church, 


I cannot give any authentic account of, as I could not | 
get into town. 1 
South Port gate was mut at ſun ſet, and the wicket | 
left open, which was ſo crowded, that 1 could not get | 
within 10 yards of the gate: So | contented myſelf with | 
returning to the South Parade, where numbers were } 
ſtanding, beholding the fire works at a diſtance. In- | 
numerable rockets were thrown, and guns fred, but 


nothing elicould we diſtinguiſh at fo great a diſtance. 


May zd, The camp of St. Roch, by this time, was | 
greatly diminiſhed. 
May Sch, Sailed out from Algaziers, 2 frigates, 5 xe- 


hecks, 7 brigs, 5 bomb ketches, 68 gun and mortar 


bea s, beſides a number of gallies, &c. in order to 
bombard Algiers. This attempt was to no purpoſe ; 
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they were forced to tie with Gif dis grace and great loſs, | 
May 11th, I ſatisfied my curiofity. by walking above 
300 feet under ground in St. George's Cave, with lights. 
The entrance is about 6 feet wide, but in deſcending 
about 40 feet it is ſufficient to contain 10000 men; in 
ſome places the roof is above bo feet high ; it is ſeem- 
555 ſupported with pillars curiouſly carved : Some 
nes repreſent human ſhape, and others wild beaſts. 
It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe this ſubterraneous 
place, for no man in Gibraltar ever got to the end ot it. 
About the firſt of May 1783, The ftrength of the 
garriſon was 5756 effective men, and the uſual guard 
conſiſted of 1 captain, 3 heutenants, 15 ſerjeants. 1 cor - 
poral, 1 drummer, and 89 matroſſes, of the royal 
artillery ; Eight captains, 19 fubalterns, 57 ſeijeants, 45 
corporals, 14 druminers, and 761 privates. 
The ſtrength of the royal artillery, May 1, 1783. 
was 500 effective men: T2th regiment 406 men: 39th 


regiment 458: 56th regiment 463: 58th regiment 459; 


72d regiment 815; in May 1783, but 684: 73d regi- 
ment 788: Sedows 344 : Riden'y regiment 333 : De 
ja Motte's 356 : Artiicers January 1782. 89: th 
regiment, 24th of March, 701. The 25th and 59th 
regiments are not included. 
| cannot ſay that I have any thing elſe to mention 
extraordinary in Gibraltar, So I will conclude; begg ging 
leave to relate the particulars of my voyage home to 
England, and my journey to my native country. 
The 72d or Royal Mancheſter volunteers, and the 7 3d. 


or ad bartalion of Lord M*Leod's highland. i: n+ 


embarked for England, at q o clock in the mornn 
July 6th, 783, At 12 o'clock, wind N. N. 1 "Ha we 

ſet fail : A thick fog came on about 3, and ſoon after 

the current drove us to the back of the rock. 0 

| | Theo - 
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Two ſhips ran aground on the Barbary thore, but 


ere got off fafe next tide. During the night we were 
_ obliged to keep tinkling the bell, as a warning to othet 
veliels to Keep at a diſtance, running foul of one another 
in the fog. 
IT he tranſports of the 2d regiment were the Reſoluticn, 
Yarmonth, Nancy, Lively, and Jupiter ; thoſe of the 
73d were the Fame, Whiſh, Corſica, and the Regard 
| brig, The allowance per week for 6 men was, 28 lb. 
of bread, 16 lb. of beef, 8 lb. of pork, 3 lb. of butter, 8 
pints of peaſe, 12 pints. of oatmeal, 2 ot vineger and 1 | 
pints of rum, | 
Cleanlineſs in perſons and births was ſtriꝙ ly attended 
to. All hands were turned on deck every morning at 
day break; the men were divided into 2 watches, with 
a proportion of. officers, one watch was cohſtan:ly” on. 
deck 4 hours at once during the night. The births were 
requentiy waſhed with vinegar, and the pitch 
a uſed to ſmoke berwixt decks. We kept all in 
ery good health during our voyage, though much 
ad. and had but a very {mall allowance of water, 
only 2 quarts per EY: 7 
July 5th, Bear E. wind N. E. clear the Straits. 
July 3th, The wind changed to the N. W. ſtood 
2 W. S. W. courſe upon the larboard rack 8 days. 
Upon the 19th day, we put ahout on the ſtarboard 
8 for a N. E, cou ſe and continued for 12 days. 
July 26th, being the 21ſt day of our voyage, at 
helf rod 4 o'clock in the morning, bearing E. by N. 
wind. W. N. W. we diſcovered land, being dhe Land's 
end in Cornwall, about 6 we ſtood a E. 8. E. courſe; 
ar halt paſt 10 at night we altered-our-courle; and ſtood 
W. N. W. 4 hours, and then acked- about and ftood 
2 N. E. Surfern. is — 


- July 28. being the 24th day Sov Gi braltar, bearing 


eln 


ul in 
much 
vater, 


8. 
ſtood 


8. 


3 


8, at 
by N. 


,and's' 


ourle, 


ſtood 


ſtood* 
$33 ITE 


aring 


board 


1 \) | 

E. & E. wind W. N. W. we Sond. the fe: of 
Wight at 5 o'clock in the afternoon; paſied the Needles 
at „ ANG anchored near Cowes at 8. 
July 30. Weighed anchor and ſailed. into Spithead. 
The firſt thing remarkable that prelented itſelf to our 
view was the maſts of the Royal George, which partly 
ſtood then above water. Several efforts have been made 
to take u 1 veſſel, but all to very little purpoſe. 

Thus I have given a ſhort account of our voyage 
homewards, and now we are arrived, and have Grad 
Almigbty to thank, who preſerved us in the midſt of 
the greateſt dangers. 
Auguſt 5. we landed in England: _ marched to 
Hillſea Barracks, where we were. een by General 


ö Conway. 


We were received by hs people in England with 


| inexpreſſible] joy, and treated with the greateſt civihty. 


Our regiment being to be diſbanded at Stirling, ahove 


| 400 requeſted their diſcharge, beſides thoſe that were 
invalided, of which I was one. 


Auguſt 11. we ſet out from Hillſea barr * and at- 


' rived at London the 20th, having marched through Pe- 


tersfield, Alton, Baſingitoke, Bagſhot, Stains, Houn|- 
low and Brentford, taking but one ſtage per day. 

_ Whereas my buſineſs required me to be in Loudon 
9 days, I ſatisfied my curioſity by vifiting the moſt re- 
markable places, ſome of which I will endeavour to en- 
tertain my readers with, 

'The firſt place I had the curiality to 4 was the | 
Tower by the Thames, which is, a ſtrong building, 


ſurrounded with a high wall, about a. mile in compals, 


and a broad ditch; ſupplied with water out of the Thames. 


Round the outward wall are great guns planted, Which 


on extraordinary. accaiions are fired. At the eauance, 


the firſt thing. I law was 0 cen of wild boaſts, viz. 


Lions, 


Lions, Panthers, Tygers, &c. alſo Eagles and Vultures ; 


9 


theſe are of no fort of uſe, and kept oniy for curioſity and 


ſhow. I next went to the mint (which in the Tower 


obſ-rve) where we ſaw the mannet of coining money, 


which is paſt my power to deicribe. From thence I was 
led to the jewel room, and ſaw the crown of England 


and other regalia, which are well worth ſeeing, and gave 


me a great deal of pleaſure. The next is the horſe ar- 
moury, a grand fight ; here are 15 of our Etigitth Mo- 
nuchs on horieback, all dreſſed in rich armour, and at- 
tended by their guards; but 1 think it is not fo beautiful 


as the next thing we ſaw, which was the fmall armoury, 
This conſiſts of pikes, muſkets, {words, halberts and 


piſtols ſufficient, as they told me, for OO men; and 
are all placed in ſuch beautiful order, and in tach dit- 
ferent figures repreſenting the Sun, Star and Garter, half 
moon, and ſuch like, that I was much delighted with it; 
and they are all kept clean, and make a moſt brilliant 
appearance. Hence we went and ſaw the train of ar- 


tillery in the Grand Storehouſe, which is filled with 
cannon and mortars. Here are alſo many curioſities but 
too tedious to mention, which having examined, I came | 
away and went to the Monument, which was built in 


remembrance of the fire of London. It is a curious 
lofty pillar 200 feet high, and on the top a pallery, to 


which 1 went up by tedious winding ftairs in the inſide; 


from this paHery I had a ſurvey of the whole city, and 
there having feaſted my eyes with the tops of houſes, 


. © ſkips, and a multitude of boats on the river Thames, 
I came down and went to St. Paul's Cathedral, which 
is a magnificent pile, and ſtands on high ground neer the 
center of the city. This noble building ſtruck me with 


ſurpriſe, and is admired by the whole world, as well for 
its beautiful architecture, as height and magnitude; it 
has a grand awe! choir, chapel, a d ome finely painted, 
| | repre- 
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| a magnificent and expenfive piece. 
ton, General Stanhope, and that exquiſite ſtatue of 
| Shakeſpeare, which 1 am told is inimitable 
| had for ſome time enjoyed the plcaſure of gazing at 
| theſe, I was conducted into that part of the church 
where the royal monuments were placed. Thefe, I 
| thought, were exceedin grand. 

me fo much as King Fi 

| for beauty and magnificence Lam told far ſurpaſſes any 
thing of that kind in England, or even in Europe. Here 
too 1 faw the marble chair in which the Kings of 
| England are crowned, which I believe is more regarded 
for its antiquity, a and the honourable uſe it is aſſigned to, 
than for any great beauty it has, at leaſt that I coul d 
| diicover. 


them; 


( 


repreſenting the converſion of St. Paul, a whiſpering 
gallery, a grand organ, with — other curzölnies 


My next excutftion was to Weſtminſter abbey: 


| This is really a magnificent antient building; but 
u hat moſt ſurprifed me, was the vaſt number of beauti- 
ful monuments, and figures with which the inſide is 
' adorned. Among fuch as were pointed out to me as 
being remarkable, either for their coſtlineſs or beauty, 


] remember. were thoſe of the Duke of Newcaſtle, 


Sir Iſaac New- 


When I 


But nothing ſurprized 
entry the 5th's chapel, which 


The next fight that entertained me was the effigies of | 


King William and Queen Mary in wax, as large as 


life, ſtanding in theit coronation robes, faid to bear a 
great reſemblance to the life. Queen Anne, the Dutcheſs 
of Richmond, the Duke of Buckingham, &c. all of 
the ſame compoſition, and richly reflec, are there alio. 
In ſhort there are ſo many curioſities contained in this 
venerable repoſitory, that I cannot deſcribe the half of 
among the monuments of our ancient Kings 18 
that of Ae the 5th, whoſe clbgy has loft its head, 
F which 


which ine of ſilver, I was told, was ſtolen in the : 
civil wars. | f 
Here are two coffins covered with velvet, in which | 
are ſaid to be the bodies of two ambaſladors, detained Þ 
here for debt, but what were their names, or what prince 
they ſcrved, I could not learn. My guide next ſhewed | 
Tae the body of King Henry the 5th's Queen Catharine | 
in an open coffin, who is ſaid to have been a very | 
beautiful princeſs : But whoſe ſhrivelled ſkin, reſembling 
parchment diſcoloured, may now ſerve as a powerful] 
antidote to that vanity with which frail beauty is apt to 
Inſpire its poſſeſſors. Among the waxen effigies, I had | 
almoſt forgot to mention King Charles the 2d, and his 
faithful ſervant General Monk, whoſe furious alpect } 
has ſomething terrible in it. Not far from theſe is the | 
figure of a lady, one of the maids of honour to Queen | 
Elifabeth, who is ſaid to have bled to death by only | 
pricking her finger with a needle. I now returned to the | 
monuments which are in the open part of the church, | 
and free to every one's fight; for thoſe I have been laſt 
ſpeaking of, are incloſed, and-not. to be ſren without a 
ſmall gratuity to the e ; among theſe then, on | 
the north fide, ſtands a magnificent monument erected | 
to lady Carteret, for whoſe death lome reports aſſign a 
cauſe ſomething odd, viz. the late French King Lewis | 
the 14th, ſaying, That a lady whom one of his nobles | 
compared to lady Carteret, was handſomer than 
ſhe. | 
Near this ſtands a monument of Lord Courey: next 
theſe follow a groupe of ſtateſmen, Warriors, muſicians, 
„ i 
Il muſt now take notice of the poets whoſe monuments | 
ſtand moſtly contiguous. 
| Here are the ancient monuments of Chaucer and 
Spencer, with thoſe of Ben Journ; Draytown, Milton, 
Dryden 
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Hilton, 
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Poncaſter, 


Dryden and Butler, the ingenious Philips, the divine 
Cowley, the harmonious Prior, and the inimitable Shakes 


ſpear, nor muſt I omit the gentle Mr John Gay. I 
etaineg | muſt here end my remarks, but cannot take leave of 
t prince 
ſhewed | 


tharine | 
a very | 


this venerable place without obſerving that it has many 
curious windows; a noble choir, a fine organ, and a 
Wee altar piece. 

uſineſs W diſpatched, and my curioſity 
ad, left London city Auguſt the 2oth, and after 
a long journey of near 500 miles on foot, I arrived at 
Aberdeen in 16 days, having paſt through the following 
P:3ge towns; _ 

Highgate, Barnet, Hatfield, Stevenage, Baldock, 
Biggleſwade, Ealon, Bugden, Walnesford, Stamford, 
Grantham,” Newark, Tuxford, Redford, Bawtry, | 
Perry Bride 7 Aberford, Wetheribey, 
Borough Bridge, Cari, Greiita Bridge, Bawes, 
Brough, Appleby, Penrith, Carliſle, Langtog, Lang- 
holm, Hawick, Selkirk, Bankhouſe, Middleton, 
Edinburgh, Leith, Kinghorn, by water, Couper in 
Fite, Dundeo and water, Arbroath, Montroſe, Bervie, 
Stonehaven, Aberdeen; at which I arrived October 


the 5, 1783, after an abſence of 4 Bears, 10 months 5 


and 8 days. ; 
If theſe remarks and obſervations of mine ſhould 
happento fall into the hands of the learned, in all proba- 


bility they ſhall be little eſteemed ; my apology to them 
in ſhort is, I did not intend my Feok for their pernt 


if they laugh at my rude and blunt manner, let 4 


laugh on, perhaps if they had got as little education, and 


as little means of improvement as I haye had, they 


would not have acquitted themſelyes Much. bet- 
ter. The honeſt farmer, and the drudging ploughman, 


may find entertainment in the foregoing pages, to help 
them to ſpend a long ſtormy winter evening. The vie 
| | * 
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ſhips of a military life, as I have had occaſion to men 
tion them, may ſerve to reconcile them to their inceſſan 
returning labours. and lead them to bleſs God that they 


are, through divine providence, and the undaunted bra- | 
very of the armies and navy of their country, allowed to 
dwell in ſafety, every one under his own vine, and under | 
his own fig tree; to them my book is offered, they will | 
not deſpiſe it becauſe written by a common ſoldier, and 
void of the embelliſhments of learning and ſtudy. It | 


wall inſpire the minds of their ſons with a ſente of Bri- 


tiſh nonour and Britiſh valour ; it will make them b6!d } 
Vhata brave man | 
well did the French þ 


up their hands and fay in wonder, 
was Elliot! what a noble garrifon ! 
and >paniards pay for their preſumption. 


It would be the height of ingratitude were I to paſs 
unnoticed the generous friendſnip of my friends in the 
pariſh of Chapelof Garioch, who received me with great- | 
eſt kind. eſs, as one returned to them from the dead; all Þ 

my old acquaintance treat me with the ſtrongeſt marks 


of friendſhip; willing as J am to ſatisfy their innumer- 
able queſtions concerning the fiege, they wearied me 


wich repeating to them the fame thing over and over, | 
1 was chiefly | 


In this book they may ſatisfy themſelves. 
led to publiſh my remarks by the advice of ſome gentle 


men, for whom I entertain a profound reſpect, one of 


wom took the trouble to read them over and correct 
tome paſlages, and point out ſome other things which [ 
Had omitted, Another gentleman let me have the uſe 
of forme hooks, which contain ſome obſervations on 


my ſubject, to theſe gentlemen IJ am under many 
obligatio _ - 


The obſervations taken down in my "EET book, had 


they been all inferted, would have ſwelled this book 
to a degree that would have raiſed the price conſiderably, 
and perhaps added but little material information; for 
inſtance, 1 mi ht hive mentioned the names of many 
| brave 
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brave fellows that fell in the defence of the Fort; tho! 
my readers no doubt would lament their deaths, yet a 


bra- 
d to | 
nder 
will | 
and | 


It | 


tired from a£ 


iefly | 


liſt of names would add little to their entertainment. 


There is however one anecdote that [ had almoſt for- 


got to meiition; it is this, in that very memorable morn- 
ing of the 14th of September, ſo fatal to Sp. niſb and 
French pride, when the men were wearied out with fa- 


tigue they were relieved by their {eilow ſoldiers, and re- 


tion in order to recruit their ſtrength by a 


little reſt. 1 had in my turn retired from my gun and 


laid myſelf to ſleep; a ſhort time after, one of my com- 
panions came to the place where I lay, pulled me by 
the arm and awoke me with theſe words, ** get up, ſays 
he, and behold the moſt glorious fightever was to be be- 
held. the floating batteries are at laſt done for, you'll ſee 


the French and Spaniards flying in the air like rooks.” 


'Tho' no doubt their defeat was a joyful fight, yet I. 


confels their melancholy fate gave me no pleaſure. 

About the time that the peace was upon the point of 
being concluded, an opinion prevailed at Gibraltar that 
the fort was to be ceded to the Spaniards ; it is not caſy to 


conceive the murmurings and repinings of the garriſon; 
it hurt us all prodigiouſly to think that after the 


fatigues of ſuch a blockade and fiege ; aſter we had loſt fo 
many brave fellows in its defence, that what we had de- 


fended by the ſword, thould have been delivered to the 
Spaniards by the daſh of a pen; an univerſal diſcon - 


tent was viſible in every countenance, nay ſome 'who 
bad perhaps more courage and regard for the honour of 
Britain, than prudence, were little from ſaying that an 


order to cvacuate the fort would not be pleaſantly 
obeyed. However, our ſuſpicions were not well founded ; 
this trophy of Britiſh valour ſtill remains a bright gem 


in the crown of King George the III. and until the 
Spanzards be able to command the ſeas, which I hope 
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will never be the caſe, and ſtarve the garriſon, they can 


have little proſpect of getting it into their poſſeſſion. Had 


they money to beſtow, or could they find a Britiſh go- 
vernour capable of being corrupted, then indeed they 
might have ſome chance of ſucceeding, but the unſullied 
honour of Britiſh commanders, and the poor pride of the 
Dons, are ſufficient to remove every ground of fear with 
regard to corruption. 

My readers may wiſh to know ſomething more parti-, 
_ cular as to the brave governour, now Sir George Au- 
guſtus Elliot, with a ſhort account of this immortal hero, 
I ſhall conclude ; his character has been drawn by much 
abler pens than mine, learned men may write what they 
do not feel, but I feel much more than ! can write ; A 


heart felt eftcenn and veneration of his virtues are im- 


printed on the hearts of every ſoldier who has witneſied 


his heroiſm, experienced his humanity, and ſhared in b 


5 his glory. 
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. 8 
GENERAL ELLI0T's DISPATCHES. 
Gibraltar, September 1 8. 1792. 


| Tu enemy 1 collected his whole force by ſea 
and land, forty- four ſail of the line, beſides three in- 


* * — 
— — — | — — — — 


ferior two deckers; ten battering ſhips, five bomb- 
ketches, ſeveral frigates and xebecks, a great number 


of gun and mortar boats, a large floating battery, many 

armed veſſels, and near three Hundred boats, purpoſely 

. conftruted for carrying troops: 

Their land batteries mounted with above one hundred 
pieces 


ein- 


aber 
1any 


oſely 


dred 
leces 


pieces of cannon, and an equal number of mortars and 


howitzers: 


An army near forty thouſand men: 

On the 13th inſtant, at eight in the morning, all tlie 
W ſhips, commanded by Don Buenventara 
Moreno, Rear-Admiral, were put in motion, and came 
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forward to the ſeveral ſtations previouſly determined 8 


they ſhould take up : 


of the Old Mole, and 


of the Admiral, by a quarter before ten, they were 
anchored in line, at the diſtance of about a thouſand to 


twelve hundred yards. 


began from all the hips, ſupported by the cannon and 
mortars in the enemy's lines and approaches. At the 
ſame inſtant, our batteries opened with hot and cold 


The Admiral being placed upon 


the capital of the King's Baſtion, the other ſhips ex- i 
tending three to the ſouthward of the tlag, as far as the 
Church Battery, five to the northward about the height 


one a very little to the weſtward 


Immediately a heavy cannonade 


* — — . — * 2 
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ſhot from the guns, and.ſhells from the howitzers and l 
mortars. This firing continued, without intermiflion, l 
on both ſides, until noon, when that of the enemy from 7 


their ſhips ſeemed to ſlacken, although but little. 


About two o' clock the 


Admiral's ſhip was obſerved to 


ſmoke, as if on fire, and a few men buſy upon the roof, 


creaſed, About” ſeven 
| few guns, and. that only 
Admiral's ſhip was plainly diſcovered beginning to burn; 
an hour after it was completely in flames: Eight more 
of the ſhips took fire in ſucceſſion. Signals of diſtreſs 
being now made, the launches, feluecas, and boats of 
the whole fleet began to take out the men from on board 
the burning ſhips. 


ſearching for the cauſe. _Our batteries never — 


in the evening chey fired: 4 2 
at intervals. At midnight the. 


Many ſhot were fall fired from 
 _ thols 
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thoſe in which the ſlames had yet made no cot: ſiderable 


progreſs; and the fire from the enemy's batteries on 

ſhore did not in the leaſt diminiſh. Brigadier Curtis, 
who with his ſquadron of gun-boats, lay ready to take 
2dvantage of any favouraile circumſtance, left the New 
Mole at two o clock, and about three formed a line up- 
on the enemy's flank, advancing and firing with preat 


order and expedition; which fo aſtoniſhed and diſcon- 


certedthe enemy, that they fied precipitately with ail their 
boats, abandoning the ſhips, in which ſome officers and 
numbers of their men, including many wounded, were 
left to periſh, This unavoidably muff have been their 


wretched fate, had they not been dragged from amidſt 


me flames by the rerſonal intrepidity of Brigadier Curtis, 
at the utmoſt hazard of his own life—a lite invaluable 
to his Majeſty's fervice. For ſome time I felt the ut- 


moſt anguiſh, ſeeing his | pris clote to one of the 


largeſt ſhips at the inſtant ſhe blew up, and fpread her 
wreck to a vaſt extent al} round. 
ſmoke being diſperſed, I was again revived by the fight 
of the pinnace, little apprehending that the Brigadier 
was 1n the utmoſt danger of finking, ſome pieces of tim- 
ber having fallen into and pierced the boat (killing the 
Þbeattwain; and wounding others of the men) icarce any 


hope left of reaching the ſhore. Provicentially he was 


= ſaved by ſtopping the hole with the feamen's jackets, 


vntil boats arrived to their relief. One of our gun- 
boats was ſunk at the ſame moment. 
In the courſe of the day the remaining eight ſhips 


ſeverally blew up with violent exploſions ; one only 
eſcaped the effect of our fire, which it was thouglit | 


proper to burn, there being no i of preſerving 
her. 


The 


The black cloud of 


: 


perio T. 


wounded, muſt have been great indeed, 
Jam happy to ſay, my Lord, that notwithſtanding 


Our wounded officers will all do well; 


3510 
The Adiniral's flag remained flying on board his ſhip 


till ſhe was totally conſumed. 
Your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to inform his Majeſty, 
that the royal artiliery, additional gunners, and marine 


brigade only could be employed on this ſervice, which 


they executed with the deliberate coolneſs and preciſion 
of ſchool practice, but their exertion was infinitely ſu- 
The fre was inceſſant, and the batteries were 
abundantly ſupplied with ammunition ; every ſoldier in 


the garriſon, not on duty, eagerly pteſſing to thare in. 


the h onourable labours of the day. The enemy's dar- 
ing attempt by ſea was effectually defeated by the con- 
{tant and well ſupported fire from our batteries; but the 


well-timed, judicious, and ſpirited attack made by 


Captain Curtis, rendered this ſucceſs a compleat victory. 
be enemy's lots, killed, burnt, drowned, and 


the enemy's violent effort, our lols has not been great 


in numbers; yet ſuch gallant individuals mult be ever 
regretted, 


Captain Reeves, of the Royal Artillery, was the only 


officer killed, and is much to be lamented for his know- 
ledge and conſtant unwearied attention to every duty. 


and we are At 
ful not to lofe many of the ſoldiers. 


'The Duc de Crillon, a General of the higheſt re- 
putation, having the chief command of the allied forces, 


Princes of the Royal blood of France, dignified charac- 


ters of Europe, firit nobility of Spain, and great military 
officers, being prefent with the befieging, an amazing 


concourle of ſpectators, that filled the camp, and cover- 


ed the adjacent hills on this occaſion, induce us to be- 


lieve, the combined powers had tormed the moſt ſan- 
1 expectations of ſucceſs from their battering ſhips, 
ed 8 deemed 


| 1 
deemed perſect in l, compte by dönt of pro- 
digious labour, and unlimited profuſion of expence; and, 
by common report, pronounced invincible. 
1am, my Lord, with reſpeQ, 
Your moſt obedient and 


moſt humble ſervant, 
G. A. ELLIOT. 


— — 
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MEMOIRS of the LIFE and MILITARY SER- | 


VICES of Lieutenant General E ELLIOT. 


EORGE AUGUSTUS ELLIOT, the brave 


AI and gallant defender of Gibraltar, is the fon of 


the late Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobbs, in Roxburghſhire. 
ly of Elliot of Stobbs, 
as well as the collateral branch of Elliot of Minto, in 


The ancient and honourable fami 


the ſame county, and of Elliot of Port Elliot, in Corn- 
wall, are originally from Normandy. Their Anceſ- 
tor, M. Alliot, came over with William the conquer- 
or, and held a diſtinguiſhed rank in his army. There 
is a traditionary anecdote in the family relating to an 


_ Honourable diſtinction in their coat, which, as it cor- 
reſponds with hiſtory, bears the appearance of truth. 
When William ſet foot on the Englith land, he ſlipped | 
and fell on the earth. He ſprung up again and exclaim- = 

ed that it was a happy omen—he had embraced the | 


country of which he was to become the Lord. Upon 
this Alliot drew his ſword, and ſwore by the honour of 


a ſoldier, that he would maintain at the hazard of his 
blood, the right of his Lord to the ſovereignty of the _ 


earth * he had embraced. On the event of con- 


queſt, King William added to the arms of Alliot, which 

was a baton, or, on a field azure, the arm and {word 

as a creſt, with the motto, Per ignes, ſortiter et recte. 
7 £ | We 
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eſt for, and he is now the only ſurviving one. 
eſt brother, Sir John Elliott, left the title and eſtate to 
his ſon, the prefent Sir Francis Elliot, who is therefore 


'd'Houroville. 
of that knowledge of tactics in all its branches, and par- 
ticularly in the arts of engineering and fortification, 
which has diſtinguiſhed this officer ſince. 
pleted his military courſe on the continent by a tour, 
tor the purpoſe of ſeeing in practice what he had been 


We mention this as a cut ious fact delivered down and 
recorded as a memorial of their antiquity. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobbs had nine ſons and two 


daughters. The preſent General Elliot was the young- 


His eld- 


nephew to the General. 
George Auguſtus Elio» was born about the year 


1718, and received the firſt rudiments of his education 
under a private tutor retained at the family ſeat. 


early age he was {ent to the univerſity of Leyden, where 


| he made a rapid progreſs in clathcal learning, and tpoke 
with elegance and fluency the German and French lan- 


guages. Being defigned for a military life, he was tent 
from thence to the celebrated Ecole Royale du genie 


militaire, at La Ere in Picardy. This ſchool was ren- 
dered the moſt famous in Europe by means of the 
great Vauban, under whom it was conducted. It is 


now under the management and care of the comte 
Here it was that the foundation was laid 


He com- 


ſtudying in theory. Pruſſia was the model for diſcipline, 
and he continued for ſome time as a volunteer in that 
ſervice. Such were the ſteps taken by the young men 
of taſhion in that day to accompliſh themſelves tor the 
ſervice of their country. Many of his contemporaries 
were then firmly engaged, nobly abandoning the enjoy- 
ments of eaſe and luxury at home, boy the opportunity 


of ſeeing actual ſervice. 


Mr. Elliot returned, in the 19th year of his age, to his 
2 native 


At an 


anative country of Scotland, and was, in the ſame year, 


I 735, introduced by his father, Sir Gilbert, to Lieute- 
nant Colonel Peers, of the 2 3d regiment of foot, or 
Royal Welth Fuzileers, then lying in Edinburgh. Sir 
Gilbert preſented him as a youth anxious to bear arms 
for his King and country. He was accordingly entered as 
a volunteer in that regiment, and continued for a twelve- 
month or more. At this time he gave a promiſe of his 
future military talents, and ſhewed that he was at leaſt a 
ſoldier au caur. From the 23d he went into the engi- 


neer corps at Woolwich, and made great progreſs in . 


ſtudy, until his uncle, Colonel Elliot, brought him in as 


adjutant of the ſecond troop of horſe grenadiers. In 
this ſituat on he conducted himſelf with the moſt ce my 
lary attention, and laid the foundation of that diteipline- 


which has rendered theſe two troops the fineſt corps of 

heavy cavalry in Europe, the Hanoverian body guards, 

and the mvſkecteers ot France not excepted. 

With thele troops he went upon ſervice to Germany, 
in the war before laſt, and was with them in a variety 


of actions. At the battle of Dettingen he was wounded. 


In this corps he fytt bought the rank of Captain and 


Major, and afterwards purchaſed the lieutenant colenel- 


cy from Colonel Brewerton, who ſucceeded to his uncle. 
On arriving at this rank he refigned his commiſhon as 


an engineer which he had enjoyed along- with his other 
rank, and in which ſervice he had bcen actively em- 


ployed very much to the advantage of his country. 


He had received inſtructions of the famous engineer 


Bellidor, and made himſelf completely maſter of the 
ſcience of gunnery. Had he not difintereſtedly reſigned 
his rank in the engineer department, he would now, by 
regular progreſhon, have been at the head of that corps. 
Soon after this he was appointed aid de camp to Kin 
Geofys II. and was already nee for his mili- 
| tary 
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tary (kill and diſcipfine. ln the year 1 750 he Guitted the 
ſecond tioop of horſe grenadier guards, being ſelected 


to raiſe, form, and dilcipiine the firft regim zent of light 


horſe, called after him Elliot's. As ſoon as they were 


raiſed, and formed, he was appointed to the command 

of the cavalry in the expedition on the coaſt of "A 

with the rank of Es F General. 
After this he pat fd into Germany, where he was em 


; ployed on the ſtaff, and greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 


a variety of movements, while his regiment diſplayed a 


ſtrictneſs of diſcipline, an activity and enterprize, which 
gained them ſignal honour ; and indeed they have been 


the pattern re giment. both in regard to diſcipline and 
appointment, to the many light dragoon troops that 
have ſince tliat period been raiſed in our ſervice. 

Fron! Germany he was recalled for the . purpoſe of 


being employed as iecend in command in the memor- 


able” expedition againſt the Havannah. It was poſ- 


Hubble to find an officer in the ſunſhine of the court to 
whom, nnder the patronage of a prince, the trappings of 
the chief command might be given: but an Elliot was 


wanting to act, as well as an Albemarle to thine, and 
for him they were forced to go to the duſty plains of 
Germany. The circumftanc es of that conqueſt are 
well known. 

Our readers will pardon us 5 the 3 of a ſhort 
anecdote, which occured immediately after the re- 
duction, as it ſhews, that in the very heart and outrages 
of war, the General was not unmindful of the rights of 
humanity, He was particularly eminent among the 


co nquerors of the Havannah, for his difintereſted pro- 
cedure, in checkingthe 1 of indiſcriminate plunder, 


To him, therefore, appeals were molt frequently made. 


A Frenchman, who. had ſuffered greatly by the depre- 
dations of the ſoldiery, made * to him, and 


begged 
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begged in bad Engliſh, that he would interfere to have 


his property reſtored. The petitioner's wife, who was 


preſent, a woman of great ſpirit, was angry at her 


huſband for interceſſion, and ſaid, How can you aſk, r 
expect, a favour from a man who comes defignedly to 
plunder you !” The huſband perſiſting in his application, 
his wife grew more loud in the cenſure, and ſaid he 
was not a true Frenchman. The general, who was 
buſy writing at the time, turned to the woman, and 
ſaid, ſmiling, Do not upbraid, Madam, — what your 


huſband demands will be granted.” The general was ſo { 
very much pleaſed with the woman's ſpirit, that he not 


only procured them their property again, but allo took 
. pains to accommodate them in every reſpect, 


This has been through liſe the manly characteriſtic of 5 
the General- if he would not ſuffer his troops to extend, 


for the ſake of plunder, the ravage of war, he never 
.1mpoveriſhed them by unjuſt exactions. He never 


would conſent that his quarter maſter's place ſhould be 
fold, not only, (ſays he,) becauſe I think it the re- 
v ard of an honeſt veteran ſfoldier—but alſo, becauſe I: 


could not ſo directly exerciſe my authority in his 
dilmiſſion, ſhould he behave ill.“ 


On the peace, his gallant regiment was reviewed by 


his Majeſty in Hyde-park - when they preſented to the 


King the ſtandards which they had taken from the 
enemy. The King gratified with their high character, 


aſked General Elliot what mark of hjs favour he could 


beſtow on his regiment equal to their merits. He an- 


ſwered. that his regiment would be proud if his Majeſty 
ſhould think that by their ſervices they were entitled to 


the diſtinction of Royals. It was accordingly made a 
royal cegiment, with this flattering title, the 1 5th,or King's 


royal regiment of light dragoons. At the ſame time 
the King expreſſed a deſire to confer a mark of his 


favour 


favour on the brave General, but he declared, © that the 


honour and ſatisfaction of his Majeſty's approbation of 
his ſervices was his beſt reward.” ED | 
During the peace he was not idle, His great talents 
in the curious branches of the military art, give him 
ample employment ; and he was made commander in 


chief of the forces in Ireland. But he did not continue 


long on this ſtation, not even long enough to unpack all 


his trunks ; for finding that interterences were made by 


petty authority derogatory of his own, he reſiſted the 


practice with becoming ſpirit, and not chuſing to diſturb 


the government of the ſiſter kingdom, on a matter 
perſonal to himſelf, he ſolicited to be recalled, and 


accordingly was ſo, when he was appointed to the 
command of Gibraltar, in a fortunate hour for the 


ſafety of that important fortreſs. - e 

The ſyſtem of his life, as well as his education, pe- 
culiarly qualified him for this truſt. He is perhaps the 
molt abſtemious man of the age. His food is vegetables, 
and his drink water. He neither indulges himſelf in 


animal food nor wine. He never ſleeps more than four 


hours at a time; ſo that he is up later and earlier than 
moſt other men. He has ſo inured himſelf to habits of 
hardineſs, that things which are difficult and painful to 
other men, are to him his daily practice, and are 


rendered pleaſant by uſe, It could not be eaſy to ſtarve 


ſuch a man into a ſurrender, nor eaſy to ſurpriſe him. 


His wants are eaſily ſupplied, and his watchfulneſs be- 


yond precedent. The example of the commander in 


chief in a beſieged garriſon, has a moſt perſuaſive efficacy = 
in forming the manners of the ſoldiery. Like him his 
brave followers came to regulate their lives by the moſt 
ſtrict rules of diſcipline, before there aroſe a neceſſity 
for ſo doing; and ſevere exerciſe, with ſhort diet, became 
| habitual to them by their own choice. 


The 
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„The nfryFeſtem of diſcipline which he introduced, 
and the dens which he made for his defence, 
were contrived wich ſo much judgment, and executed 


with ſo much addreſs, that he has been able with a 


handful of men to preſerve his poſt agaiuſt an attack, the 


conſtancy of which, even without the vigour, had been 


ſufficient to exhauſt any common ſet of men. Collected 


within himſelf, he has in no inſtance deſtroyed, by pre+ 


mature attacks, the labours Which would coſt the ene: 


my time, patience, and expence to compleat ; he has 
never ſpent his ammunition in uitlets parade, or in 


unimportant attacks. He has never relaxed from his 


diſcipline by the appearance of ſecurity, nor hazarded 
the lives bf his garriſon by wild experiment. By a cool 
and temperate demeanor he has maintained his ſtation 


for three years of conſtant inveſtment, m which all the 


powers of Spain were employed. All the eyes of Europe 
have been on his garriſon, and his conduct has juſtty 
_ exalted him to a molt, elevated place in the military 


annals of the preſent day. 4 
The General married a ſiſter of the DE Sir Francis 


Drake, and by her has had aſon and a daughter. The 
ſon is now Lieutenant Colonel of the Inniſkilling regi- 


ment of dragoons, and tlic daughter is married to Mr 


Fuller, of Bayly Park, in Suſſex. His lady died about 


_ thirteen years ago, and her loſs the General has 
not yet ceaſed to lament.— The General is now 


about his 64th year, but his temperate living has Pie- | 
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; ſerved to nien his Jooks * great freſhnels, 
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